Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



f) I 01 



\Goog\c 



XL 



'^ 



J. QTaoW 



E. R W. MEYERSTEIN 

BEQUEST TO THE 

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD 

This book 
was acquired for the 
MEYERSTEIN 
COLLECTION 

OF THE 

BNGUSH FACULTY 

LIBRARY 

with the help 

of a grant made under 

this bequest 



e:h»Google 



e:hy Google 



LETTERS 



CONCERNING 



TASTE. 



-h,. Google 



Joha (Sah^rl "Coofjer 



■ I- Goot^le 



.^.acL. 



LETTERS 

CONCERNING 

T A ST E. 

*T2I2 afjia^ov EPilTA tvifvir^y n/mv t«« "fT- 

AAiMONmrEPor. 

Long^n. de Subl. StSt, 35. 
THE SECOND EDITION. 



LONDON: 

Printed for R. and J. Dodsley in Pall-MaDL 
M.DCCJ-V. 



■ I- Goy^le 



The E D I T O Rs 
ADVERTISEMENT 

T O T H E 

SECOND EDITION. 

THE following Obfervations 
upon Taste were caft into 
Letters, to take away, as much as 
poffible, the formal Air of adidaftic 
Performance. As it is no longer 
a Secret who is the Author, to prefix 
to this lecond Edition the Ad- 
vertifement which came out with 
the firft, would be as ridiculous as 
Sir Martin Mar-all's pretending 
to play on the dumb Lute the in 
Sight of his Miftreis, feme time 
A 3 after 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

after the real Mufic had ceas'd 
which play'd behind him. The 
Editor therefore is now empower'd 
to declare, that the Author is de- 
termin'd neither to make material 
Alterations in any future Edition, 
nor to tire the Public with wire- 
drawing the Subjeft into a fecond 
Volume. 
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but upon a bapfff Union of all tbree^ 
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p:hy Google 



=^-hjGooj^le 



[•] 

LETTERS 



CONCERNING 



T A S T E. 

LETTER I. 
ToEUPHEMlUS. 

WHENCE comes it, Euphe- 
Mius, that you, who are feeU 
ingly alive to each fine Scnia- 
tion that Beiuty or Harmony gives the 
Soul, ihould (o often aflert, contrary to 
what you daily experience, that Taste 
is govern'd by Caprice^ and that Beauty 
is reducible to m Criterion ? I am afraid 
your Generofity in this Inftance is greato: 
than your Sincerity, and that you are wil- 
B ling 
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2 LETTER I. 

ling to compliment the circle of- your 
Friends, in giving up by this Conccflion 
that envied Superiority you might claim 
over them, fhould it be acknowlcdg'd 
that thofe uncommon Emotions of Plca- 
fure, which arife in your Breaft upon the 
pbfervation of moral or natural Elegance, 
were caufed by a more ready and intimate 
Perception of thatuniverfal Truth, which 
the all-perfca Creator of this harmo- 
nious Syftem prdain*d to be the Venus 
of every Objcft, whether in the Material 
World i in the imitative Arts ; or in 
living Charafters and Manners. How ir- 
reconcileablc are your Do<Srines to the 
Example you afford us ! However, ^nce 
you prefs me to juftify your Praftice a- 
gainft your Declarations^ by giving a De- 
finition of what is meant by Taste, I 
Ihall not avoid the invidious Office of 
- pointing out your fuperior Excellence to 
crthers, by proving that Truth and Beau- 
ty arc coincident, and that the warmeft 
Admirers of thcfe Celestial Twins, 
have confequentiy Souls more nearly allied 
to 
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LETTEfti, J 

to aethcrial Spirits of a higher Order. A 
good Taste is that inftantaneous Glow 
of Pleafure which thrills throw our whole 
Frame, and feizes upon the Applauie of 
the Heart, before the intclledlual power, 
Reafon, can defcend from the Throne of 
the Mind to ratify it's Approbation, o- 
(her when we receive into the Soul beau- 
tiful Images thro* the Organs of bodily 
Senfes } or the Decorum of an amiable 
CharaiSer thro* the Faculties of moral 
Perception j or when we recall, by the 
imitative Arts, both of 'em thro* the in- 
termediate Power of the Imagination. 
Nor is this delightful and immediate Sen- 
fation to be excited in an undiflemper'd 
Soul, but by a Chain of Truths, dependent 
upon one another till they tenninate in the 
Source of allPerfctSion, theDivine Archi- 
tect of the whole. Let us caft our Eyes 
firft upon the Ol^efts of the Material ■ 
World. A rural Profpcft upon the very 
iirft Glance yields a grateful Emotion in 
the Brcaft, when in a Variety of Scenes 
there arifes from the whole one Order, 
B a whofe 
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4 LETTER I. 

whofe different Parts will, be found, by 
the critical Eye of Contemplation, to re- 
late mutually to one another, and each 
examined apart, to be produftive of the 
, Neceflaries, the Conventencies, and Emo- 
luments of Life. Suppofe you was to be- 
i)pld from an Eminence, thro* a fmall 
range of Mountains cover'd with Woods, 
feveral little Streams gufhing out of Rocks, 
fome gently tinkling over Pebbles ; others 
tumbling from a Precipice,. and a fewglid- 
ing gently in Willow-ihaded Rivulets 
thro* green Meadows, till .their tributary 
Waters are all colledted by fome River 
God of a larger Urn j who at fome few 
Miles diftance is loft in the .Ocean, which 
heaves it's broad Bofdtn to the Sight, and 
ends, the Profpeit with an immenfe Ex- 
panfe of Waters. Tellme,.EuPHEMius, 
would npt fuch a Scene captivate th(; 
Heart even before the Intelleftual Powers 
difcover Minerals in the Mountainsj fix- 
ture Navies in the Woods j Civil and Mi- 
litary Architedure in thcRocks; healing 
Qualities Iri the fnraller Sttcams ; Fertility, ' 
. that 
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L E T T E R I. s 

that the larger Waters diilribute along 
their ferpentiUng Banks ; Herbage for Cat- 
tle in the Meadows } and laAly, the more 
eafy Opportunities the River affords us to 
convey to other Climates the Superfluities 
of our own, for which the Ocean brings 
us back in Exchange what we ftand in 
need of ftom theirs. Now to heighten 
this beautiful Landfcape, let us throw in 
Corn Fields, here and there a Country 
Seat, and, at proper Diftances, fmatl 
Hamlets, together withSpircs andTowers, 
as Milton defcribes 'em> 

" bofom'd high in tufted Trees.'* 
Does not an additional Rapture flow in 
from this Adjunct, of which Reafon will 
afterwards difcover the latent Caufe in the 
iame manner as before. Your fevoritc 
Architedure will ndt hxl to afford lefs re- 
markable Inftances, that Truth, Beauty, 
and Utility are infeparable. You very 
well know that every Rule, Canon, and 
Proportion in building did not arife from 
the capricious Invention of Man, but from 
the unerring Dictates of Nature, and that- 
B 3 even 
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6 LET T E R I; 

eveii v/hit are now the ornamental Parts 
of an Edifice} originally were created by 
Necellity } and are ftill difplcaiing to the 
Sight} when they are difobedient, if I may 
ufe that moral Expreflion, to the Order, 
which Nature, whofe Laws cannot be re- 
pealed, GiA gave to fiipply that Neccflity. 
Here I appeal to your own Breaft ; and let 
me continue the Appeal by aiklng you 
Concerning another Science analc^ous to 
this, which is found&l upon as invariable 
Principles : I mean the Science of living 
well, in which you are as happily learned 
as in the former. Say then, has not every 
amiable Chju-after, with which you have 
been enamour'd, been prov'd by a cool 
Examination to contain a ieautiftd Pro- 
portion, in the Point it was placed in, re- 
lative to Society ? And what is it that con- 
ftitutes Moral DefcH'mity, or what we call 
Vice, but the Difproportion which any 
Agent occaHons, in the Fabric of Civil 
Community, by a Non-compliance to the 
^no^l Order which &ould prevail in it ? 
As 
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LETTER I, 7 

As the Arts of Painting, Sculpture^ and 
Poetry arc imiative of theie, their ExceU 
lence^as Aristotle obferves, conlifts in 
Faithfiilncls to their Original : nor have 
they any primioj Beauty in themfelves, 
but derive their Jhadowy Exigence in a 
mimetic Tranfcript from Obje£ts in the 
Material World, or from Paffions, Cha:-- 
raiders, and Manners. Neverthelefs that 
internal Senfe we call Taste (which is a 
Herald for the whole human Syftemj in 
it's three different Parts, the refin'd Fa- 
culties oi" Perception, the grols Organs of 
Senfe,. and the intermediate Powers of 
Imagination) has as quick a Feeling of 
this fecondary Excellence of the Arts, as 
for the primary Graces i and feizes the 
Heart with Rapture long before the Senfcs, 
and ReaTon in Conjundtion, can ^cvf. this 
Beauty by collating the Imitations wi^ 
their Originals. 

If it fliould be aflted niohy external Ob- 
jefts affedl the human Breaft in this Man- 
ner, I would anfwer, that theALMiGHTv 
has in this, as well as in all his other 
B 4 Works, 
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L E T T E R I. 

Works, out of his abundant Goodnefs and 
Love to his Creatures, To attun'd our 
Minds to Truth, that all Beauty from 
without {hould make a relponiive Har- 
mony vibrate within. But fhould any of, 
thofe' more curious Gentlemen, who bufy 
themfelves with Enquiries into Matters, 
which the Deity, for Reafons known only 
to himfelf, has plac'd above our limited 
Capacities, demand bow he has fo ibrm'd 
us, I Ihould refer them, with proper Con- 
tempt, to their more aged Brethren, who 
may juftly in Derifibn be ftil'd the Pbilo- 
fopbers of ultimate Caufes. To you, my 
dear Friend, whofe truly philofophical 
and religious Tafte concludes that what- 
ever God ordains is right, it is fuffi- 
[cient to have prov'd that 'Truth is the 
Caufe of all Beauty^ and that Truth flows 
from the Fountain of all Perfe^ion, in. 
whofe unfathomable Depth finite Thought 
Ihould never venture with any other In- 
tention than to wonder and adore. But I 
find I have been imperceptibly led on 
from Thought to Thought, not only to 
trefpafs 



LETTER I. 9 

trefpafs upon the common Stile of a Let- 
ter, by theft abftrufe Reafonings and re- 
ligious Concluiions, but upon the ordi- 
nary length of one likewife ; thereibre fiiall 
conclude by complimenting my own Tafte 
in Characters, when I aflure you that I 
am. 



Tour tnofi effeSiionate R^end, &c. 
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L E T T E R II. 

Xo the Same. 

IT gave me no finall Fleafure to find, by 
your Anfwer to my kft Letter, that 
you now allow Beauty to be the Daugh- 
ter of Truth j and I in my turn will 
make a Conceffion to you, by confeffing 
that Beauty herfelf may 'have acquir'd 
Channs, but then they are altogether fuch 
as _are confiftent with her divine Extrac- 
tion. Wl;ai you obferve is very true, 
that the human Form, (the moft glorious 
Obje£b, as you are pleas'd to call it, in the 
Creation) let it be made with the moft 
accurate Symmetry and- R'opOTtion, may 
receive additional Charms from Eduea- , 
tion, and fteal more fubtUy upon the Soul 
of the Beholder from fome adventitious 
Circumftanccs of eafyAttitudes or Motion, 
and an undeiineable Sweetnefs of Counte- 
nance, which an habitual Commerce with 
the more refin'd Part of Mankind fuper- 
adds to the Work of Nature. This the . 
antieni 
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antient Grecian Artiils would have repre- 
fented mythologicaliy In Pamting by the 
Graces crowning Venus. We findhow 
much Lely has availed ^imfelf In his 
ihadowy Creations of tranfcrihing from 
life this adventitious Charm into all his 
Portraits. I mean, when he Jele upon 
his annimated Cairo^Sj as Pope poetically 
expreiles it, 

" Tie fleepy Eye that fpokc the rndtiDg Soul." 

You will aik. me perhaps how I can 
prove any Alliance in this particular Cir- 
cumftance of a iingle FeaUire to Truth ? 
Or rather triumphantly pu(h the Argu- 
ment &rther and {ay. Is not this additional 
Charm, as you call it, inconiiAent with 
the Divine Original of Beauty, fince it 
deadens the fiery Luilre of that penetrat- 
ing Organ P I chufe to draw my Anfwer 
from the Schools of the antient Etho. 
GBAPHi, who by their enchanting Art fii 
happily . oonvey'd, thro' the Sight, the 
LelTons of Moral Philofophy. Thefe 
Sages would have told you, that our Souls 
are 
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12 L E T T E R ir. 

are attun'd to one another, like the Strings 
of mufical Inftruments, and that the Chord 
of one being flruck, the Unijon of another, 
tho* untouch'd, will vibrate to it. The 
PaiBons therefore of the human Heart, 
exprefs'd either in the living Countenance 
or the mimetic Strokes of Art, will affe^ 
the Soul of the Beholder with a iimilar 
and rcfponiiife Difpofition. What won- 
der then is it that Beauty, borrowing thus 
the Look of foftening Love, whofe Power 
can lull the moft watchful of the Senfes, 
fliould caft thatfweet Nepenthe upon our 
Hearts, and enchant our corrcfponding 
Thoughts to reft in the Embraces of De- 
lire ? Sure then I am, that you will al- 
ways allow Love to be the Source and 
End of our Being, and confcqucntly con- 
iiftent with Truth. It is the Superaddi- 
tion of fuch Charms to Proportion, which 
is called Tafle in Mufick, Paintingj 
Poetry, Sculpture, Gardening and Archi- 
tefture. By which is generally meant 
that happy Aflemblage which excites in 
our Minds, by Analogy, fdme pleafiirabic 
Image. 
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Image. Thus, for Inftance, even the 
Ruins of an old Caftlc properly difpos'd, 
or the Simplicity of a rough-hewn Her- ■ 
mitagc in a Rock, enliven a Profpefl:, by 
recalling the Mtwal Images of Valor and 
WifJom; and 1 believe no Man will con- 
tend, that Valor exerted in the Defence of 
one's Country, or Wifdom contemplating 
in Retirement for the Welfere of Man- 
kind, are not .truly amiable Images, be- 
longing to the Divine Family of Truth. 
I think I have now reconcil'd our two fa- 
vorite Opinions, by proving that thcfc hd- 
Stional Charms, if they muft be called 
lb, have their Origin in Nature as much 
as Proportion itfelf.^-I am very glad the 
Prints I fent afforded you {o much Plea- 
fure, ^lot only as I wifh every thing which 
comes from me may be favorably re- 
ceiv'd by you, but as they are likewife a 
Confirmation of my Arguments ; for the 
Man who drew them is no very great 
Artift, but being a feithful Difciple 
of Nature, having delineated every Object 
jn a Camera Obfcura) he has not iail'd of 
gaining 
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gaining the unconteiled Applaufe, which 
the Followers of that unerring Miftrefi 
will ever receive from Mankind. My 
EuDociA calls me to adminifler with her 
Comfort to a little Bitherlels Family in the 
Diftria of our Hamlet, therefore muft 
conclude myfelf. 



Tour Jmcere Friend, &c. 



LETTER 
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LETTER Hf. 
■ To the Same. 

YOU have often heard me make bnic 
Conjedures concerning a Man'4 
Tafte in Morals, £'om the Choice of his 
Pidures ot the Difpoiition of his Gardens. 
Tliis you at firft thought a little wbimiical, 
till repeated Observation and Ezpenence 
confirm'd, what I advanc'd in a former 
Letter to you, that the iame mtenud Senfe 
taAes for the three different Powers in hu- 
man Nature ; and from hence arifi» that 
Correfpondence betwixt f^Sertfes, Ima* 
ginatJoHy and Underfiert^ng of the iame 
Perfon. I had once an Oppcntunity of 
obferving, in fome little Excuriions I 
made a &w Years ago, firom a celebrated 
Place in the Ncoth of England, with a 
mjx'd Company, how varioully the difie- 
rent Places we law affe(£ted every Man in 
onr I^rty accwding to the natural Turn of 
his Temper. We had among us an 
Inamorato, 
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Inamorato, much given to reading Ro- 
mani^eSi who dw^lt with uncommon Rap- 
ture on a little rural Place caU'd'H— , 
where> it is iaid, the &mou8 Sir Philip 
Sidney Compos'd his jircadia. Here 
Enthufiafm feiz'd our romantic Lover, 
•'•whilft thcreil of o\x Company felt oftly 
the calm Senfation of Pleafurc. Nor was 
it long before It came in my tarn to be not 
Jtoucfd but rti^j and to feel that a^crial 
Clow of Admiration, at the Sight of a 
neighbouring Villa to Scarborough. 
You know I loVe the Comforts of dome- 
fticLife and the Charms of Contemplation 
in Retirement; and rather would enjoy 
the Heart-ennobling Tranfport which the 
Difcovery of any thing beneficial to Man- 
kind, or one charitable Afftion could give 
me, than the Juppos'd Glories which all 
the Royal . Robba^ of the World ever 
pluhder'd from their Species. From this 
Temper of Mind, mix'd with an Admira- 
tion of antient Manners and antient My- 
thology, you will not wonder that a 
Place, which anfwers in Miniature to 
Elian's 
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Elian's ravilliing Defcription ofTziart, 
flioold thus warmly afFe£t me. The Place 
I mean 'is called E--~-- Lodge. It is a 
fmall convenient Houfe^ built in the luf- 
can Order, at the foot of two little Hills, 
covered with Woods and flowering Shrubs, 
which for a confidetable Way attend the 
ierpentizing Courfe of a clear cool Rivu- 
let ; as if they meant to fhade and proted 
with their Branches the Stream which 
runs in the Valley betwixt 'em. I could 
not refrain from burfting forth, in a kind 
of poetical Extacy, in the Words of pUr 
admired Poet, 

" Where gliding thro' hit Diinghter's honor'd Shaie% 

'< The fmooch F^tai from hit gUffy Flood 

** Rcflefts parpureal Tempe's pleafant Scene. 

" Fair ttmpe. Haunt bctov'd of Sylvan Powert, 

" OfNymphi, and Faaiu, where in the golden Age 

" They play'd in fecret on tht Ihady Bank 

" with andcnt Pan : while round their choral Stepi 

" Young Hoars and ^ni4l Galet with conflant Hand, 

" Show^i'd Odors, nolTon)], (hoiv'r'd ambrofist Dewt, 

" And Spring's Elyfien Bloom. * 

C Believe 

* jUinfiJis PkxTuiei of Imaj^natioa, Book I. 
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B^eve me, EuPHEAitus, the ancient Ce- 
ryhantes, when they heard the facred 
Flutes in their religious Myfteries, could 
not feel or cxprcis more Rapture than I' 
, did. Retrofpe3ion had carried me on 
the Wings of Imagination two thoufand 
Years back, and had plac'd me in the de- 
lightfiU Regions ofTbeJaly :[. I icnow the 
fympathizing 

% I dare faj the Reader wilt not be difpleafed to 
btve^LiAti'i Defcriptionof aimeetTiMPE, wbkh the 
Author mentions Above, laid before him in the elegant 
Tranflation tif that ingemoas Gentleman, who fayour'd 
the Public a few Vean ago with an Engkfi Cemma/taij 
avdNotti m Hokace's EfiftlnaA^afiu,, anda Dlfiottrje 
en Pattical ImitatiBi. "ThtTbeffaEaHTi.tin isa Pla«, 
•' fitu ate between Olympu4 and OJa; which are Monn- 
" ta|os of an exceeding great Height j and look, as if 
" tjiey had once been jiMned, but were afterwards fc- 
" farated from each other, by fome God, for the ftke 
" of opening in the midfi thai ]wg« Plain, which ftretchei 
•' inLengtliioabout five Miles, and in Breadth, ahundred 
" Paces, or, in fome Parts more. Thro' the middle of 
M thit Plain twisthe Ptnem, into which ^everai leffer Car- 
" rents empty ihcmfelves, and, by the Confluence of 
" their Waten, fwell into a River of great Sze. This 
" Vale is abutidactly fumifh'd with ail maimer of Arlm-i 
/■ evd rtfiing Plactt ; not fuch as tlie Arts of hnman In- 
" dullry contrive, but with the Bounty of Iponlsneous 
" Natu^I^ ; ambitious, as it were, to make a Shew of all 
" her Beauties, provided for ihe .Simply «f this fairRefi- 
" dence, in the very original Struflure and Formation of 
*' the Place. For there is plenty of Ivy fliooting forth in 
" it, t^hich flourilhes and grows fo thick, that, like the 
" generous and tealy Vine, it crawls up the trunks of 
" tall 
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fympathizing Warmth of your Imagina- 
tion, therefore (hall leave you to fancy the 
reft for me. However fuch >verc my 
Expreflioris of Pleafure upon the Occa- 
fion, that feveral of our Company, who 
C.2 had 

" tall Trees, and twilling it's Foliage round their Anns 
" and Branches, becomes kIdioII incorpanted with them. 
" The fiQwerjng Smilax alfo is there in great Abon- 
" dance ; which running lip the Acclivities of the Hilla* 
" knd fpreading the ciofe Texture of ii'a Leave* and Ten- 
" drils on all Sides, perfeflly covers and Blades thera j Co 
" that no part of the4»re Rock is feen ) but tl:e whole is 
" hung with the Verdure of a thick, interwoven Herb- 
'' age, prefentiDg the moft agreeable SpcQacle to the 
*' Eye. Along the level of the Plain, there are fre- 
*' qi:ent Tufrs of Trees, and long continued Ranges 
" of arching Bowers, affording the nioft grateful Shel* 
" ter from the Heats of Summer j which are fur« 
" ther relieved by the frequent Streams of clear and 
•• freSi Water, continually winding through it. The 
" Tradition goes ihat thefeWaten'anpecaliaflygoodfof 
*'- Bathing, and hava many other Medicinal Virtues. Ta 
. •' the Thicket* and gulbei of this Dale, are numberiefs 
'' Singing Birds every where fluttering about, whofe 
' " Warblings take the Ear of PaiTengers, and cheat tha 
■- " LabontG of their Way throogh it. Oa the Banks «f 
•■ the Pmeiis, on either Side, arc difperfed irregularly^ 
" thofec^»ji^f/«i-CTt before Ipoken of r while the B iter 
" itfelf glides through the middle of the Lawn, with a 

- " fofl and quiet CoorTe ; overhung with the Shades of 
" Trees, planted oa it's Borders, whofe intermingled 

■ " Branches keep offXhe Sun, and forniOi the Opporta-' 
" nityofa cool and temperate Navigation upon it. The 
" Worftiip of the Gods", and the perpetual Fragrancy of 

- " Secrifioei and burning Odors, further confecrate ih* 
" Plate, (fc. £Var. Hill. lib. 3. cap. i.] 
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had not an Vmfon of Soul, begw to re- 
gard my Enthufiarm with a cool air of 
Derilion. The next Day's Journey how- 
ever afforded me an Opportunity of mak- 
ing Repriials, and to pity many of our 
Party for the joyful Aftoniflimcnt with 
which they were (Iruck by the aukward 
Magni6cence of unmeaning Grandeur. 
You know the many among Mankind 
are affeded only by prodigious ^lom 
and Deeds of- Heroism in the Moral 
World, and, according to my Obferva- 
tion, have confcquently a correfpondcnt 
Relifh for the Great and Wonderful in 
ihePhyfical; Alexander, C^sar, and 
PyRRHus are their ador*d Images in the 
one; and CaJHes, Maufokums^ Pyramids^ 
Mountains, immenfe Plains, and Cata- 
rafts in the other. How natural then 
was it for thofe who could pafs over the 
Paradife of our EngUJb Tempe without 
Emotion, to gape their filent Wonder at 
^ — ^ftiet I defirc you would minute- 
ly obferve, the next time you take a mix- 
ed Company into your elegant Collciftion 
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of ^ Pictures, and read their Cbaraders by 
the choice. of their Pieces. The Revenge- 
ful will find great Excellence In your 
APOLLO fleaiogthe unfortunate Mars v as ; 
the Man, who is fubjei^ to be difcom- 
pos'd by violent Paffions, will feled^-out 
one of Fanderuelt's Storms to amufe him- 
fclfwithj and the Eyes of thofc, whp 
are ennobled by filial Piety and the de- 
lightful Sympathy of Pity, will drop a 
Tear of Pkafure over your Roman Cba~ 
rity. — If the Weather will permit I pro- 

pofe to be with you- at next Month, 

but wherever I am, you will always be 
prefent with me. Adieu, my dear Eu- 
PUEM2US, and do me the Juilice to think, 
I aqi, 



Tour mofl Jincere Friend, &c» 
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LETTER IV. 

To the Same. 

INDEED, EopHBMiDs, the Com-* 
pliments you are pleas'd to pay mc 
upon the Ob^vations 1 made in my laA: 
Letter to you concerning Analogy, would 
not fail to cnflame my Vanity, did not I [ 
very well know that you view every thing, _ 
which comes from me, through the mag- 
nifying Medium of Friendfliip. This Re- 
fledioni -'tis true, leHens the Satisfaction 
which would flow from a Confcioufnefs 
of Verity but at the fame time augments 
my Happinefs another Way, by inform- 
ing my Heart how deep an Intcreft I 
have in yours. You tell me that upon 
Recollection, you know of no living Ar- 
tift whofe Life does not gready correlpond 
to his Performances ; and that you have 
read of very few of the Deftd, whofe 
Works do not ihadow forth, by this Ana- 
logy, the general Caft of their Moral 
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Conduit J. Homes, we are told by 
the very ingenious and learned Authw 
of his Life, had perfonally accompanied 
hi& Fancy wherever (he rov'd upon the 
Face of the Earth, and I make no Doubt 
fuch was the reftlefs Activity of his Soul, 
that he ardently wifli'd to fpurn this dull 
Globe, and foar to the Seats of ' his Im<- 
mortals. To contraft his Charafter, we 
need only caft our Eyes on his poetical 
Difciple Virgil, whofe modeft Majcfty 
in private Life bore fo great a Refem- 
blance to all his Compofitions. But Monf. 
DE Piles, the ingenious Author of the 
Lives of thePainters, will furnifli us witb 
fome remarkable Examples to this Pur* 
pofe. I dare iay you have often obferv'd, 
that feveral Pieces of Michael Ange- 
Lo's, which you have feen in Italv, 
tho' finifli'd in z grand gout ^ and with a 
C 4 vflft 



X Voltaire has the following remarkjible PafTago 
concerning the Charafler and Writings of the Cardinal dt 
Retx. Cet homme fingulier s'cft peint hi-meme dans 
Set memoirca, ecrits avtc an air de grandeur, une impetu- 
olite de genie, et unc inegalitc, qui fontl'Image de fa 
condoitc. Dam IclleclcdeLoaisXlV. vol.i.p.£t. 
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vaft Extent of Genius, want that Purity^ 
Softneis, and Elegance, which afford To 
much Pleafure in the Works of feveral 
much inferior Painters. There is a Fiercer 
nefs in the Looks, and a Wildnefs in the 
Attitudes of all his Figures, which, tho' 
they are indeed correal;, and agreeable to 
Nature in fooie Moods, and cannot be 
condemned by the Judgment, are by nq 
Means agreeable to the Eye j and tho" they 
fully fatisfy the Underftanding, never capp 
tivate the Heart.-r-r-You might oblcrve at 
the fame time, on the contrary, that Ra-- 
phael's, for want of the Ufe of the 
.Chiaro Ofcuro, had not that Prominency, 
per feem'd to come out from the Canvafi 
jb boldly as thofe of his Rival ; that he 
was rather deficient in Colopring, and prc- 
ferv'd too gre^t a Samcnefs in the Drapery 
of all his figures; yet neverthelpfs blende 
\ng the Elegance of the Antique and the 
Simplicity of Nature together, and Spread- 
ing ^at undefineable Grace, which was 
fo bounteoufly bcftow'd upon him, over 
fvery Piece, he feizes at once upon the 
warni 
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urarm Applaufe of the Heart by an irre* 
fiflible Force, and the Judgment fearfully 
fulpends the Exercife of her Faculties 
over the fceming Deficiencies at a di- 
ftance, as if each Stroke was the imme-> 
diatc Infpiration of Heaven, and there 
was nothing left for the human Mind to 
do, but to wonder and adore. Now if 
we look into the Lives of thefe two emi- 
nent Painters, we fhall obferve in them a 
correfponding Similarity to the different 
Defefts and Excellencies in their respec- 
tive Performances. The firft, Mich aei. 
Angelo, lived in the moft reclufe man- 
ner, was ftria even to the gteateft Seve- 
rity in hie Morals, and gave himfelf en- 
tirely up to the Cultivation of the Arts he 
profefs'd. Notwithftanding> all his Ac- 
tions were blamelefs, nay rather com- 
niendable, when cxamin'd only by the 
Rules of Moral Reditude ; yet wanting 
that Eafe and gentle Deportment, which 
an- habitual. Intercourfe with Mankind 
imperceptibly gives us, he was fo dif- 
in Conversation that he was 
avoids 
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avoided at lafl by every Acquaintaoce j and, 
wbilfl: Raphael's Houie was crowded 
with Friends and Difciples, the World 
willingly left him to the Enjoyment of 
his belov'd Solitude. Raphael, on the 
contrary, was a Man of the World, vio- 
lently addided by his Conftitution to Plea- 
fure, but more particularly to the Love of 
Women, infomuch that having, we are 
told, one Day abandon'd himfelf to the 
Enjoyment of fcveral, he was taken ill of 
a burning Fever, and, concealing the 
Caufc of his Diftemper from the Phy. 
jicians, he was carried off in the thirty- 
feventh Year of his Age, to the unfpcafc- 
able Grief of all who knew the Man, or 
admir'd tbe Artift. Notwithftanding thefe 
human Infirmities, he poflefs'd fuch a na* 
tural and acquir'd Sweetnefs of Temper, 
and Complacency in Behaviour, fo Ana- 
logous II to that undefineable Grace in his 
Painting, 

I The dark gloamy Colouring we find io the Pieces of 
the BaJJimi, arofe fiom the Horror of their diftempeT'd 
Jouiginuions, 

— " That 
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Painting, that he was univerfalljr belov'd 
by all who knew bim, and the ievereft 
Moralift was charm'd wifli his Convcrfa- 
tion tho' he condemn'd his Conduct *. I 
cannot help ofafervmg in this place, and 
I hope it is' not foreign to the Subjeft, 
that frequent Cqnvcrfation with Women 
harmonizes the Souls of Men, and gives 
*em that enchanting Grace, 'which has £0' 
often delighted us both in the Addrefs of 
feveral of our Acquaintance, not very 
eminent for their Virtues or Underftand- 
ing. I am of Opinion, it was this con- 
ftant Idea of Delicacy and Softncfs, col- 
ledcd 

~^ " That furly Spirit Meknckol/ 

" Had bak'd their Blood and ma<)c it heavy thick." 

T)uO^<jtt tbey made choice of fach ObjcAs to paint, ai 
were refponilve to the iniema! Shade in their Minds, par- 
ticttluly Night-pieces, where their Souk poured forth 
their unconllrain'd Difoofitians upon the Canvafs, and in- 
dulged in beloved Darlcnefi. Whenever they were, 
againft their Choice, cmploy'd upon other Subjefls, the 
ftiong Shades lower'd upon every Landfcape, and even 
the chearful Light of the Sun itfelf was greatly obfcur'd 
by Geniurei which nacurally delighted in his Abfence, 

* In the two Charaftera of Michabl Ahcelo, and 
Rafhagl, thiiOhfervacion of ^'n/i'/iVn's was verify 'd, 
Jn quibatdam vinutes noo habeni gratiam, in quibufd^m 
yiln iplii delpSaot. Ub. II. cap. 3, 
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lefted from an habitual Intercourfe. with' 
theic &ir Polifhers of our Sex** and united 
into one complicated Form of Beauty, 
which, playing peqietually in the Soul of 
Raphael, difius'd itfelf thro* his Pencil 
over all his Works j and thro' his Looks, 
Deportment, and Tongue, over all his 
Words and Aflions. Such, by the Ap- 
pointment of Heaven, has ever been, and 
ever will be the Power of thcfe amiable 
Creatures ! — I have fo much Vanity to 
think you will read the latter part of this 
Letter to Amelia, diat every cme, who 
efteems you, may in a great meafure 
hereafter fcem to pay her a kind of an in- 
direfl: Compliment. She has often told 
me, you know, that I am one of the 
loyaleft Subjefts the Sex ever had, and, 
I dare fay, will not be difpleas'd with this 
frefli Proclamation of their Dominion, 
You may add ferther, that I think Wo- 
men are the Fountains from whence flow 
die blended Streams of Tafte and Plea- 
fure, and that the Draught of Life is more 
or lefs fweet as they are mingled in the 
Cup. Adieu. ' LET- 
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To the Same. 

YOU fcem to. think, £upH£MIus» 
that I contradidied in Convetiation 
the other Day, in a great meafure what 
1 advanc'd in a former Letter to you, by 
allowing Crsnophilus to be a Man of a 
ftrong Undcrftanding and great Erudition, 
and yet at the fame time afTeiting he had 
little or no tafte. But according to my 
Obfervation, what I wrote, and what I 
iaid, are very reconcileablc. For T^afie 
does not wholly depend upon the natural 
Strength and acqair'd Improvement of 
the IntelleEtual Powers j nor •wholly up- 
on a fine Conftruftion of the Organs 
of the Body j nor wholly upon the in- 
termediate Powers of the Imagination j 
but upon a Union of them all hap- 
pily blended, without too great a Preva- 
lency in either. Hence it falls out, that 
one Man may be a -very great Reafoner j 
another have the fincH: Genius for Poe- 
try; 
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try ; and a third be bl^ls'd with the moft 
delicate Organs of Senfe ; and yet every 
one of thele be deficieht in that internal 
Senfation called Tajii. On the contrary, 
a £)urth, in whofe Frame indulgent Na- 
ture has , twifted his triple Cord^ ihall 
fiwl it conftanlly vibrate within, when- 
ever the fame Unifon of Harmony is 
ftruck from without j either jn the origi- 
> nal Works of Nature ; in the mimetic 
Arts J or in Charafters and Manners. 
That worthy Man, and amiable Writer, 
Mr.AoDisoN, was no ^r«/Scholar; he was 
a very indiiFerentCritic, and a worfe Poet ; 
yet from the happy Mixture, juft men- 
lion'd, he was blels'd with a Tafte truly 
delicate and refin'd. This render'd him 
capable of diftinguiihing wbet were Beau- 
ties in the Works of others, tho' he could 
not account fo well ivhy they were foy 
for want of that deep Philofophical.Spi- 
rit which is requifite in Works of Cri- 
ticifm. He likewife tranflated the Poetical 
Defcriptions of Ovid very elegantly and 
^thfuUy into his own Language, tho' 
he 
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he fell infinitely Ihorc of 'em in his own 
original Compofitions, for want of that 
unconfirain'd Fire of Imagination which 
coniUtutes the true Poet. Hence we may 
be enabled to account for that peculiar Fa- 
tality which attends Mr. Addison's poeti- 
cal Writings, ihathis Tranflationsfeem Ori- 
ginalSj whilft his own Compofitions have 
the confined Air of Tranllations. Nor 
think I exemplify too far by obferving, 
that your Friend Pope was a better Trari- 
ilator than he was a Poet. A^ny In- 
ftances might be produc'd fi*om his Tran- 
llation of the Iliad to prove the Truth 
of this Affertiofl, One I will particu- 
larly rnention, which is the fublime 
Defcriptipn of Neptune in the 13th 
Book. 

" Ifl Samtlhraeia on a MotintaiR's Srow, 
" Whofe waving Woods o'er-hong the Deeps below, 
" He fate i and round him caA bb Azure Eyes 
*' Where irffl'smifly Tops confuB'dljr rife; 
" Bene«th fiur Hitti's glittVing Spires were feenj 
" The crouded Shipi, aud {kble Seai between. 
" There from the cryftal Chambers of the Main 
*' Emcrg'dhcfaCej and roDuin'dhis^r-;/i'»€ain. 



p:hy Google 



32 t E T T E ft V. 

*• At Jovi ioceni'd mth Grief and Faij ftung, 
" Pnme down the fteepy Rock he pour'd aloog^ . 
" Fierce u be paii'd the lofty Moontun) nod, "I 

*'* The Forcfti fluke, Eanh trembled u he trod, > 
" Atid felt the Fbotftepi of th' imnortal God.* ' 

I chofc to feleil this Pa^ge in Pre- 
ference to any other, as the Orlgina 1 is a 
fevorite one with Longinus, who had 
the mod tafle of all theancient Critics. In 
my Opinion the Tranfiation is not at all 
inferior to the Original. From which you 
may infer that I do not degrade . Mr. 
Pope, tho' I fay he is a better Tranfla- 
tor than he is a Poet.— I have this Morn- 
ing read over the Zui/Zn Poem you font 
me, which gave me no fmall Entertain- 
ment. The Author has flicw'd his Tafle 
and command of the Stile of Lu* 
cRETius, Horace, and Virgil, but 
more particularly of the former, all which 
he has elegantly blended, or,'as his Subje<^ 
occafionally requir'd, us'd feparately. I 
thank you Hkewife for the two Tranfla- 
tions of the fame Poem, tho' I muft con- 
fer they did not give me equal Satis&c- 
tic»i, 
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tion, if any at all. If the two Gentle- 
men, who have charitably undertaken to 
do it into English, for the Benefit of thofe 
who^ don't undcrftaiid the Original, had 
poflefs'd Tafle or even common Judg- 
ment enough, to have diftinguifh'd that 
the chief Merit df that Poem confifls in 
the Language of it, they would have 
fpent their Time much better by a more 
proper Application of their refpeiSive ' 
Talents, which have defervcdly raised 
both their Charadlers, not only in their 
di^rent Profeflions, but in the World of 

Letters^ Mr. writes me word he 

has a Letter by him from Count Maffei 
concerning Voltaire's, and Hill's 
Me ROPE, which I want much to fee. 
When you write next pray tell me whe- 
ther the little Group of Figures, I invented 
for you, is yet executed in baflb relievo 
by our fevourjte Artift Gosset. Adieu, 
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LETTER VI. 

To the Same. 

1Find3tiPHEMitrs,youdon'tthoroughl]r 
concur with me io a Rem»-k I made 
in my laft Letter, that ** Addison 
*' was an indiiFerent Critic, and a worie 
** Poet" But however extenfive my Re- 
gard to the Memory of that great and 
good Man may be, and however inlml- . 
table and certainly y«^^ admir'd he «ver 
will be as a Profe Writer, for thofc moral 
and humourous EHays, but more particu- 
■ htrty thofe delightful Allegories his Mufe 
Clio has left usj yet true Criticifm will 
never allow him to be at the Head even 
of the fccond Clafe-of our EngKJh Poets. 
You anfwer that there are feveral Parages 
In fome of his Poetical . Compolitions, 
which breathe a Spirit of Genius equal to 
any thing extant, either among the Mo- 
derns or Ancients ; and at the fame time, 
point out the &mous Simile of the Angel 
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of Deftruition, if I may fo call it, in 
the Campaign ; and another at the Con- 
cliifibn of the firft Aft ofCato. Now tho' 
feleding particular Paffages from a Poet 
is not a certain Method, nor a iair one, 
of forming a proper Eflimate of his ge~ 
neral Excellence, yet as you fo ftrongly 
urge ttefe two, with an Air of Triumph, 
to be the Infpiration of Cafialian Streams, 
I muft deiire you tb cj^minc them with me 
critically Line by Line, and I dare iay 
you'll own, that both betray a great Po- 
verty of Imagination by an infipid Repe- 
tition of one Thought in dii^cnt Ex- 
preflions. To begin then with the cele- 
brated Simile in the Campaign^ which, for 
half a Century, hasbeen undiftinguiihingljr . 
admired. 

" So when an Angel by Divine Commaiid 

" 'W'vAiriJingTempepJhakK a guilty Land, 

" Such as of late o'er pale BJiitannia paft, 

* ' Calm: and ferene ht gulda thefurieta Bb/i, 

" And pleas'dth' Almighty's Orders toperfomi, 

" Ridts in tbt Wbirkuind and direSs the Storm" 

Now take thcfccond Line of each Couplet, 

atui examine whether the Thought is 

D 2 varied. 

..j,le 
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varied Is not Jhaking. a guilty Land with 
a rifing ^empeft^ and MreSimg the Storm^ 
and guiding the fwious Bkft^ the lame 
Action ? Is not afting by Divine Command^ 
in the firft Vcrfe, and performing the 
Almighty's Orders, ip the fifth, the fame 
Thought iikcWife ? Marcia's Simile in 
Cato abounds ftiU more with this tire- 
fome Tautology. 

So the pure limpid Streun when foul with Stuns 
(Xiuthing Torrents, aiid delceading Ratns, 
Works itfelf clear, and as it rgns refines." 

Cato, Aft I. 

Kujhing torrents, and descending Rains, 
works itjelf clear, and as it runs refines. But 
now having had the difagreeable 06ice 
of denying, for the fake of Truth, this 
excellent Man a Right to a Prctenfion of 
being a good Poet, Juftice will exadt, and 
my own Inclination lead mc to take no- 
tice, that his Tranflations of OviD are as 
faithful and fpirited, and at the fame 
time carry as much the free unfetter'd 
Air of Originals, as any other Tranllations 
in the Engli£h Language, As I have par-^ 
ticulariz'd 
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ticularlz'd his DefeSs as a Poet^ give me 
leave to take the more pleafumble Part 
now to point out Inftances of his Capacity 
as a Tranflator, which I will feleil firomr 
the Stories of Narcissus and Echo, in 
the third Book; and of Salmacis and 
HcRMAPHRoDiTus, in the fourth Book 
of the Metamorphosis. The follow* 
ing DefcriptioQ receives the iame addi- 
tional Beauty from the Tranflation, as the 
Youth's Image did from the. Xurroan4ing 
Waters. 

** Now all undrefl upon the B^nks kc flood, 
** And dapt his Sides, and leapt into the Flood : 
" His lovely Limbs the SiKer Waves divide, 
** His Linahs appear more lovely thro' the Tide, 
*.' As LilUes {hut within a cryftal Cafe, 
*' Receive a glofly Lufire from thcGlafs." t 

Salm. & Herm. Book iv. 

The following Pai]^;es likewife among 

many others receive the fame Advantage. 

D 5 " The 

f Ille, cavis relon qpplaufo cQipore palmis. 
DeJilii in latices : altemaque brachia ducens 
tn liquidis tranflucet aquis : ot thriua fi quu 
Sifna tegat clatQ, v'^ Candida lilia yicra. 

MsTAU. Lib. ir. 
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" TheB(^knewnoo£ht of Love, and tonch'd with jhime 

** HeftrOTCiDdbluBi'd.butAill the BlaOi became ; 

" In rifiog Bidhet ftUl fe^Sifleaotiet rofe t 

" ThefunnySMeafFTaUfuchBIirihesfliews, 

" And fuch the Moon, whca all her Silver White 

" Tunii in Edipfes to a laiiy Light. % Ibid. 

" W^lh eager Steps the Lydan Fieldi hccroft, 
" And Fields that border oo thf Lycian Coaft ; 
" A River here be view'd io lovely bright, 
" It fiiew'd the Bottom in a fairer light, 
" Nor kept a Sand conceal'd fromliaaian Sight ; 
" The Stream produc'd nor llinq* Ooze nor Weedt, 
" Nor miry RuQies, nor the fpiky Reedi, 
*' But dealt enriching Moifture all around, 
" The fruitful Banks with chearful Verdure cromi'd, 
" And kept the Spring eternal on the Gronnd.* 

IWd. 

" But oft would bathe her in the cryftal tide: 
Ofi with a Comb her dewy Locks divide i 

" Now 



J — — ■■ Poeri rubor era notavit 

Nefcia ^uid fit amor : fed et erubuiffe dccebat. 

Hie color aprica pendentibuB arbors pomi«, 

At thri tinSt eft, auC fuh candore nibenti. 

Cum fruffra refonant Kra aqxiliaria Lunz. Ibid. 

* llle etiam L>cjas urfaes, Lydseque pitipinquos 
Caras adeft. Vidit hie flagnum lucentis ad imam 
Ufque folam lymph*. Non illic Caima paluftris. 
Nee fieriles nlvs, nee acuta cufptdejunci. 
Perfpicuus liquor eft. Stagni tamen nltijna vivo 
Ccfpite cingontur, femperque virentibua herbis. 

(bid. 



in Sight i J 
Weedi, 

:rown'd, > 
d.» J 
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" Now in tlic Mmpid Srretms ft* vitwed ber Face, 
•* And illreft her Image in the Aoadng Gia& i 
" On Beds of Leaves flie now ropoe'd her Limba, 
" Now gather'd Flowen that grew About her Stre&ms » 
" And then by Ctuace wai gaih'ring, ■■ flie flood 
" To riew the Boy, and iMig'd for what fhenew'df. 
Ibid. 

Give me leave -to tranfcribc two Paf- 
iagesfrom the Story of Narcissus, and 
I will refer you to the Whole for a morcf 
entire Satisfeflion. 

" fiat why Ihodd I complaia, I'm fure he bonu 
*< With eqoal FUme*, and languilbei by tnriu. 
" Whene'er I ftoop, he offers at a Kifi, 
'.' And when my Anna I ftretch, he ftrelchet hii. 
*' His Eyes with pleafure on my Pace lie keeps, 
" He fmilet my Smiles, and when I weep he weeps. 
" Whene'er I fpeak, his moving Lipt appear 
" To utter Ibmething which I cannot hear %, 

Story orNardr. Book iil. 

■f- Sed modo fonte fuo &rmolbB perlait artai : 
Szpe Citoriaco deducit peAioe Grinct ) 
£t quid fe decent fpeAatas conTDlit Btdai. 
Nunc perlucenti drcumdata corpin mmiAu, 
Mollibns aatfbliia, tut mollibos ineabat heiiiii. 
Szpe legit fiorei, Et tunc quoquc forte legdat. 
Com pneriua vidit ; riTarnqnc optavit liabere, 

Ibid. 

X Spem mihi nelcio qnam vultii promittli amieo : 
Camqae ego pomxi tibi bntchia, ponigb ultro : 

D 4. OiDi 
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" ADdnODeofthofesttrtStTcCWmi renuTn, . 
•• To which the flighted Echo fu'd in vain. 
" She faw him in hit prcTent Mifcry, 
't Whomfpitcfrfaliber Wrongi.fhVgricT'dtolee. 
" Sl» anfwcT'd {adly to the Lover'i Moui, 
" Sigh'dbidchuSighi, xndanfwer'dGnwnforGrosD. 
•< Ah Youth! belov'd invun, NAUCitavs cries, 
> •• Ah YoDth ! bdqr'd in vain, the Nymph regies. 
" Farewell, fays he, the parting Sound fcarce ^ell 
*' From hit faint Lipi, bnt (he reply'd, " Farewell. 
" Then on th' unwholfome Earth he gafping liet, 
*• Till Death fliun up thore felCadmiriog £y«, 
<■ To the cold Shades his flitting Ghoft retiret, ' 
" And in tite Stygian Waves itfelf admires*. 

Ihid.iii.' 
■ If 



Com rifi, srrides : lachrymas quoque fepe notavi 
Me lachiymante tuas: nucn quo^ue figna remittis : ' 
£tf quantum motD formoll fufpicor orii, - 
Verba refers aum nou pcr?eiiiebda noftras. 

Metan. Lib. tii. 

* Nee corpus remanet qnondam quod amaverat Echo, 
Qdjb tamen ut vidit, quamvis irata memorqae, 
Indolnit: quotiefqiie puer mircrabitis Eheu, 
Dixerat: bxcrefonisicerabat vocibusEheu. 
Ultima vox folitam fait hKcfpe^otis in undam. 
Hen frnftra dile^ puer I toiidcmque remifit ^ 

Verba locus : difioqoe vale, vale inquit et Echo. 
Illc caput viridi feffdm fubmiiit in hcrba. 
Lamina twx dandit domini mirantia formtm. 

Ibid, 
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If the ingenious Author of the Difcourje 
fn Poetical Imitation, had not inade it 
plainly appear, that what is too frequently 
miftaken for one Poet's Imitation of ano- 
rfier, is only an unavoidable Similarity, 
that will always attend the Defcription of 
the fame thing drawn by two Geniufes 
tho' living in two different Ages and 
Coi»qtrie^» (for Defcriptions are nothing 
but Tranfcripts from Nature, and Nature 
is always the &me] I ihould have been 
ready to have pronounced Eve's Defcrip- 
tion of viewing bcrfelf in the Fountain, in 
Pflrji/^ /^, to be borrowed by Milton 
from the former of thefc two laft Paiges 
in Ovid, which is exactly the iame, an4 
then concludes, 

. Pleat'd I foon itoini'd, 

" Pleu'd it retura'd u foon, with anTwering Looki 
*^ Of Sypipath]r and Love : there I had fix'd , 
" Mine £)>«$ till now, and, fin'd'wiiiF'JIN J>tjiri, 
" Had not a. Vaice, (fe. 

MiLToii'a Par. SjcA. 3. ir. 

What would lead me too more ftrongly 

|o the Conjefturc, is, the {eeming AHu--, 

^on to the Story oiNarciJfus in the Ex- 

preflion. 
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preflion, pin'd mt& Vain Defire. For 

fear a Chain oi Thoughts ihould here 
Lead pie to £ij any thing diircfpedfut of 
that Wwk which Natore form with mc^ 
tafte> Woman, I will abruptly conclude 
tny&lf, 

Tmr. &c. &c. 



LETTER 
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To the $anie. 

I Remember, Euphemihs, when we 
were reading over together Lucian's 
Dialc^e concerning Beauty, you was 
uncommonly pleas'd with that Author 
for calling Homer the moil excellent of 
the Painters -f-. Which imply'd, by be- 
ftoWipg riiis Expreffion upon the Father 
of the Poets, that Poetry comprehended 
9U the Powers of her Sifter Art. But 
I'm afi:ai<J it wroiJd, be too bold in any 
Writer to call Apelles, or Protoge- 
PES, the moft excellent of the Poets. 
For tho' no Painter can axthe at any Per- 
fection without a poetical Genius, yet his 
Art comprehending only Part, of the 
Powers of.Poctry, there would not be 
fuilicient Authority for the mutual Appel- 
lation, There are SHbje6:s indeed in com- 
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mon to Poets and Painters, but even in 
thofe very Subjcfts, (not to mention others 
which arc the Province only of (he former) 
Poetry has fevemi adventitious Aids which 
maintain her Superiority over the other 
Art Many Objedts, 'tis true, fuch as the 
following Night-pieces for Example, may 
be fo defcrib'd even by the greateft Poets, , 
that Painters of equal Genius might pro^ . 
duce Pi&ures, (ictwixt which and them, 
the Palm of Qlory would hang wav'ring. 
The firft is Milton.'s, 

■ : ■ " Th< Moon 

" RiCng ia clouded Mije&Y, at length 

■1 Apparent Queen biiKU'd her peerleii Light. 

'.', And o'e^ the ^vth t^ Silver Mantle threw." 

MlLTttH't P». Loft.B. i7. 

The next is Homer's, which Eusta- 
THiifs efteem'd the moll beautiful Nigh^- 
Piece in Poetry. ! 

Jlt /■ ot' if Kgfcrw, &c- ;( 

fliad. lih.Viii. 1. 55k 

The 

t Mr.Pope'sTraoflation of this Paflage is, in my Opi- 
nion,, Superior to the Origjinal. which the ingenioiu 
Aathor of Sir Tic. Fitxajientr'a Letters hai reniark'd be- 
fore me. I mu(t ad,d one Ob(ervWion, which is. that 
Mr. Pope has moil happily digefted a Line of Sfaftke- 
fpear's, 

"An* 
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The reft are Shakespear's. 



' Yonder blefled Moon - 



• Thit tip) with Silver all thofc Fruit-tree Tops. 

Romeo and Juliet. 



" The Moon Ihines bright : in fuch aNightatthis, , 
. " When the fweet Wind did gently kift the Tree*, 
•' And they did nuke noNoife. 

Merch. of Ven. 

Now tho', I confefs, tbefe beautiful Strokes 
of the three grcateft Poets the World ever 
produc'd, may be cquall'd by Painting, 
yet I will prove that one adventitious 
Circvimftance might be thrown into fuch 
a Landfcape by Poetry, as the utmoft 
glow of Colours could never emulate. 
This too Shakespear has done by a 
metaphorical 



" And lipi •toiih Silver all thofe Fruit-tree Top*," 
into hi* Tnuiflation in this moll mallerly Manner, 
" O'er all the Trees a yellower Verdure IHed, 
" And tif •wiib Siker every Mountain's Head, 

To this I would apply, ai Mr. H does in general, the 

Story of DoMiHiCHHio'i arming himfelfof Atjo. Car- 
XACci'i Fidure. 
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metaphcK'icat Expreffion in one fingle 
Line. 

" How fwcct the Moon-light SLBtra upon thltBsDkr* 
Merch. of Veo. 

That Verb [Sleeps], taken from animal 
Life and transfer'd by the krcfiftrble Ma- 
gic of Poetry, to the before Hfelefs Objcfls 
of the Creation, animates the whole 
9ecn«, and conveys an inftantasieous Idea 
to the Imagination what a folemn Still- 
ftefs is rcquir'd, when the peerlefs ^eefi 
df Night is, in the full Splendor of hef 
M^%, thus luird to Repofc. When I 
cttice urg'd this, to an enthufiaftical Ad- 
iftirw of iht Lombard School of Painters, 
in lavour of the Pre-eminence of Poetry 
over his beloved Art, he ingenuoufly con- 
fcls'd it was b^ond- the Power of rfie 
Pencil to convey any Idea adequate to 
this ;' and the ingenious Reafon he gave, 
why it was fo, gave me no fmall Satisftc- 
tion. Painting, faid he, paflcs gently 
thro' one of the Senfes, namely, that of 
Seeing, to the Imagination j but tliis ad- 
ventitious 
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vcntitious Beauty of SHAttEspEAR's feizes 
the Imagination at once, before we can re* 
dace the Image to a fenfible ObjeA, wlucb 
every meer Piiaure in Poetry ought fiw a 
Teft of its Truth to be reduc'd to : How- 
ever, added he, fince we are upoa the 
Subject of Night-Pieces, if you will ha- _ " 
zard the Palm of Superiority upon a Sub- 
ject where both thefe. Arts have every Ad* 
vantage in common ; that \% if you wiU 
collate any Defcription in. Poetry which 
conveys only Obje^ to the Eyes without 
thefe additional Charms, I dare venture that 
rural Night Landfcape, wh^e you fee, 
pointing to a fine Pidhire, the Power of 
the Moon both upon die Land and Wa> 
ter, againft the m^ft labour'd Strokes of 
Virgil or Milton, or the mwc en- 
chanting Sketches of Homer or Sh akr^ 
6PEAR. I muft own nothing could' be 
more ^vourable for me than fele£ting, 
- irom his CoUe^ion, this very Piece, to 
put in Competition with thefe Gentufes ) 
as it did not neceflitate me to feek for a 
Dclcription on any other Subject, Shakb- 
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SPEAK havlDg left tis i fliort one, biif 
at the time the moft elegantly pic- 
turefque bf any I renoember ; which witM . 
a kind of anticipated Triumph I repeated; 

»• Tomorrow Night, when Pbtrit doth behold 

*• Her Siivci Vifage in thi itaXry Gb(s. 

" OeckiDg with liquid Pearl the bhded Gnrs. 

m^wmmtr NilhtU DreaM. 

I could perceive by the Looks of ta^ 
t^rlend, when I had repeated the-fecond 
Line, that he thought his fevorite Painter 
had equall'd ShaKespear in the Repre- , 
fentation of the Refieftion of the Moon iri 
thcWatfer, bat, when 1 had compleated 
the Scene by the third Line, 

" Decking with liquid PcUl the bUded Grafs," 

both his Heart, Eyes; and Tongue con^ 
fefs'd the Viftory of our inimitable Poet. 
—You know, EuPHEMiusj the Rcpre- 
fentations of Nature in her JimpJe Retire- 
mentSi as I us'd to call a rural Evening, 
were my iavorite Subjefls -, more efps^ 
cially when the Artift had blended with, 
the Truth of Imitation, that unde&ieaUc 
Delicacy of Taitc, to which even Truth 
' herfelf 
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licrfelf is often indebted for a more agree- 
able Admittance into the Heart. I will 
illuftrate what I mean by Example. That 
fucein<ft Pit^ure of* thf! Setting Sun in the 
8th Book of the 7/iW. 

Lis. 48J. 

" Now deep in Ocean funk the Lamp of Lightj 
•' Drawing behind the cloudy Veil of Night" 

Po/e'sTranflation. 

has very Arong Outlines, and commands 
the warmeft Approbation oiom judgment ^ 
but being unadorn'd with other Circum- 
ftances, and wanting Objeas to enliven 
the Landfeape, the Applaufe ends with the 
Judgment, and never finks deep into the 
Heart. Whereas the following Scene, in 
Mr. CoLLiNs's Ode'to the Evening, being 
animated by proper Allegorical Perfon- 
ages, and eolour'd highly with inciden-. 
tal Exprefiion, warms the Breaft with a 
lympthetic Glow of retir'd Thought* 
fulnefs. 

E " for 
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•' ForwheDthyfeldiflgStararlfiif flnwr 
.** i& fHy C^rdetr at his warning Lunpt 

" The fragrant Hour) and Elvet, 

'» Who flept in Flow'rs the Day, 
■* And many aN/mph who wrathshwADwi with Sedgtit 
*' And Iheds the frdh'iiing Dew, and lovelier OiU, 

.•* The PENSIVE PLEA!DB«fiwet 

••^ Prepare thy fludowy Car." J 

Perhaps yoB'll here tarn a former Remark 
of my owa npcm mcy and fey wiih tht 
tragic Poet, 

" It bears a jutt ReTcmblancc of thy Fortune, 
■* And fuitj the quiet Pnrpofe of thy Sool," 

Tmag't Rtvtngr. 

and tell. me, as yon once did upon a limt^- 
hx Occafion, that I'm oblig'd to Retire- 
ment for the Difcovery of theie humble 
Pleafures. Perhaps I am in fome meafure t 
but tho' Sorrows have bettcr'd m.y Heart 
and rendo-'d it mote ^miliar with Na^ 

tUffft 



j: Tee a Colteaion of Odn publifb'd a few Years :^o> 
by Mr. William Ctltini, whoic negleftcd Geoius will 
herearterbc both anHocsupaada Di%rafie tfrMrNa.^ 
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tiKC than it might have been in the chear- 
fuller Scenes of Life, ' yet you inaft con- 
feCs, that, irom our earlieft Acquaintance^ 
^ou always perceiv'd in me a kindred SpU 
tit to the PEMsjVE f L&Astf RES. Adiea* 
tny dear Friend, and reft aflbr'd, that^ 
whether I peculate only in the Shades of 
Obfcurity, or whoher the purfuit of mf 
not iU-grounded future Expeditions, cafts 
nae into the more noify Sceoes of A^on, 
I ihall always remain widi ihc greateA 
SineerJty^ 



twr, etc, ice. 
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LETTER VIIT. 

To the Same. 

DID Amelia and fcveral others of 
my Friends in Reality defire. In 
Conjundibn with you, that I would fend 
.you the little Eflay, which I wrote fevc- 
ral Years ago when I was very young, 
apoti the polite ArU ; or was it one of the 
good-nafiir'd Frauds of Friendfliip, to de- 
ceive me into the harmlcfs Pleafure of 
thinking fuch a Trifle fhpuld be in re- 
queft among thofe, whofe Eftcem I fo 
highly value ? Be it which it will, your 
Defire {hall command my Compliance in 
every refpedi, and I will therefore tran- 
fcribe the whole from the periodical Mif- 
cellaneous CoUei^tion in which it was pub- 
lifli'd. 

§ Nothing is a greater Indication of 

Luxury, the Fore-runner of Poverty, than 

the 



5 This little EfTay was pubUflied in a periodical Papei 
which came out once a fortnight in the Year i7'j6. 
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ifie Degeneracy of the polite Arts into 
ufelcls Oftentation. The Poets, Painters, 
and Sculptors have of late almoft forgot 
what gave rife to, and ought to be the end 
of their Labours. Thofe noble Dcf^ns 
in which Athems gloried more than in all 
her Military Exploits, are now little re- 
garded ; and thofe noble Servants of Vir- 
tue, the Arts, which formerly gave In- 
ftrutftion not only to the young and unex- 
perienc'd, but to the old and learned, are 
moAly flighted, and often prostituted to 
adorn Vice, and flatter human Vajiity. 
But to lay aiide the Severity of the Mo- 
ralift, and talk to the Profeflbrs, of what, 
they will think, concerns 'cm moft. I am 
foUyconvinc'd that nothing would fomuch 
contribute to their Fame and Fortune^ and 
to make 'cm complete Mafters, as an At- 
tachment to Virtue, and the Ufes of Life; 
and an Emulation to form their Deigns 
from the Models of thofe ancient Artifts, 
whofe Works have been deliver'd down to> 
PS with the greateft Applaufe, and will be 
E 3 , tQ 
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to all PoAerity^as long as Truth is efteem'd 
the Cnteripn of Per|££tion. 

Suppofe any oneofthp Geniules of thfr 
prefent Age, whether Poet, Paiiiter, or 
Statuary^ inftcad of followiiig thp wild 
JLure of his omtd Imaginatioo, or the 
AVhims of modern Originftlj, fhotild mo- 
deftly content himfclf to piafce PRodi- 
cus's Judgment of Hbrcules in Xemo? 
fhon's Memtrabiliiti -J xhtperje^ Bt^uty 
of LocAN; or the jtrftbologtcal Figure 
of Human Life written by Cebks, the 
SubjeA of his Imiution ; I dare anfwer 
iot it he would prefently excell his Bref 
fhren, and verify this Obfcrration, that 
the moil &itliful Difciples of Nature ar« 
always the grcateft Mafters of Art. This 
Jufticc however I (puft do my Country- 
men, to obf^rve, that there ar^ Aill feve^ 
ral atnong lis, who, in fpite pf publicly 
Depravity, retain a virtuous Lovp for thg 
Arts, and make Vfe the epd of their En? 
^eavQurs. A Friend of mine wfao is ai) 
Admirer of thp thrcp Pieces above-men- 
tioned, took me to fee a Colledion of 
Pi^ures, whi^h were jnoft of 'em taken 

ffpm 
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from the Defigns of thofe celebrated Writ- 
tcrs. Among the reft I was particalarly 
pleas'd with &ar, which exceeded any 
zoodem Perforniances, I ever law, in Con- 
crivapce and Execution. The Subjeila 
were Invxncy, YooTH, Manhood, and 
Ags, whiffh were reprefented in the fol-. 
lowing manner. The principal Figure of 
the firft Piece was a naked Child coming 
into a Wildernefs, fupported by Inno- 
cence and Wonder. At the Entrance 
the F4NCIC3 of various kinds flood ready 
to receive it, wlio were conducted, for 
the moft part, by impoflure^ Ignorance, 
and Error i fome few indeed by Reafon 
and Truth, Thofe, belonging to the for- 
mer, were the Minifters of Mi/ery j thofe, 
to the latter, of Hapfdnefs. Both Parties 
feem'd very defirous to allure the neia 
Cqmer to their refpeftive Dwellings, and 
Doubt and Pleafure were blended toge- 
ther if) the Infant's Countenance. — Tlie 
fecond Piece was compofed of a Group 
»oi unlike the firft. A young Man was 
E 4 repre- 
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rcprcfented walking in a beautiful Garden, 
where all the Trees in full Bloflbm were 
arrang'd in the moft natural Manner j the- 
Loves, the Graces, and Pkafures were 
courting his Embrace^ whofe CareiTes he 
return'd with mutual Ardor. Beneath the 
Feet of thefe was a Serpent aawling out 
fi-om under a Border of Flowers ; and, at 
A little Diftance from thence, three or 
four Cupidi' binding Reafm in Chains, 
Venus appear'd abov?, defcending in 9, 
Chariot drawn by Doves, with hcf Ida- 
Uan Soji upon her Lap, and Indolence 
amidft her Court of infant Vices lolling 

qn a Coych below^ Manhood, 

the Subject of the third Piece, was cha- 
rafteriz'd by a fedate Perfon Jn a Vine- 
yard at the tinie of Vintage. He wag 
leaning in a thoughtful Pofture, againft a 
large Olive-Tree, whofe Fruit was falling 
round him. ^mbiifon floo4 oq one Sidq 
pointing to the Temple of Glory, and Care 
pn the other Side, with a wrinkled Forcr 
Jj^ad^ looking at NeceJJity, To thefe the Arts 
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aad. Sciences were offering their Affiftancc, 
and the Laws protefting them, with their 
-written Tables in one hand, and the Sword 
oiyufiice' in the other. But ^midd alt 
this Group, the Figures that look'd the 
moft amiable were Friendjhipy conjugal 
Lffve^ and parental AffeBion. To give 
theie the moft heavenly Sweetnefs, the 
Painter had exerted his utmoft Skill ; and 
to thefe the principal Image feem'd moft 
attentive, as if he regarded the reft only 

as fubfervient to them. The fourth 

Piece remains to be defcrib'd. There was 
an old Man ftanding in a leaflefs Grove 
with his unaftive Arms folded together, 
as if he was fixed in the deepeft Medita- 
tioB. His Beard was long and white, and 
his Garments like thofe worn hy the Athe- 
nian Sages. RejleSfion and Experience 
came behind him, and their Offspring 
Forefight and Precaution went before. 
Reafon, the great Queen of the intel- 
ledual Train, appeared in a triumphal 
Car, with the PaJJions chain'd to the 
y^heels, ^ndOpinim waiting on her Look: 
4 , ^t 
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« fome DillaBCf Sijif and Ptact were 
ready to condud the Sage to the Temple 
of Death, who fate upon a Throne with 
T<W, <hU Train of Haurs and Dap at- 
tending round), and feem'd to invite the 
approaching Gueft with a friendly Smile 
of Salutation, and not to deter him with 
the Looks of Horror, in which the Guilty 

are accuftom'd to paint him. In thefe 

four Piaures, the Seafons of Life, the 
JPaffiiMi, &;c. are moil beautifully perfoni- 
fied, and may ferve as a Specimen of 
what was efteem'd ingenious and beautiful 
among the Ancleiits. 

But befides.thefe, I was not a little de- 
liglued with another fingle Piece in the 
(ame Colleffion. It Wjis the Wreck of a 
large Ship on a Rock i the Veflel is fup- 
pos'd to have juft bulg'd, the Mariners 
are all in the utmoft ,Confiifion and De-. 
fpair, and in the midft of 'em upon the 
Peck flands a beautiful young Woman 
looking down upon the Waves below, 
where an old Man is expiring with a dead 
Infant in bis Arqts; the one is fuppofed 
to 
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to be her Father; the other her Child ^ 
the lively Angiufii, mix'd with the moft 
tender Looks of parental »nd iiUal Love, 
which flic exprcd««, never &iU to raife 
jo the Spedator of this mafter- piece of 
Art, the moft heart-ennobling Pity, and 
gives gs a filent Lcflon of Duty and Af- 

fe£Uon. Soch Sul^eds as thefe ought 

to employ th? Time of every Artift, 
where natural and moral Beauty would 
be again united as they were of old ; for 
whenever a good Tafte prevails in the 
one, ^n infeparable Connection will tranf^ 
ier it into the other ; but as long as Super- 
Jiitim ufes yfr/ like a Magician's Wand, 
to delude the Multitude with her fairy 
Creations, and Luxury allures her to re- 
' bel againft f^irtue^ the Productions muft 
neceflarily be monllrous } djlgufl every 
(indiftempercd Mind ; and only fuit that 
Incongruity from whence they fprung of 
^rieficrajt and Ltfentioujnefs, 

You fee, Euphemios, how willing I 
jam to oblige you, by hazarding to your 
pke In&eCtion the firft Sallies of a young, 
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tho* well-meaning. Fancy, If the E'flay 
gives Amelia any Plcafure, I dare fay 
you'll very foon communicate it to mc, ' 
as I am convinc'd, from repeated Favours 
of this kind, that you will never let any 
Opportunity efcapc of giving me even the 
leaft Satis^ftion ; much lef$ will yotl 
conceal from me what, you may .very 
well know, will afFwd the greateft. 1 am, 



TbuTf &c. &c. 
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LETTER IX. 

To the Same. 

I AM quite fick, my dear Friend, of 
the fplendid Imp^tinence, the un- 
meaning Glitter^ the taftelefe Profufion, 
and monftrous Enormities^ which I have 
lately fe«i in a Summer's Ramble to fome 
of the Villas which fwarm in the Neigh- 
bourhood of our Metropolis. You would 
imagine that the Owfters, having retain'd 
the horrid Chimseras of a fev'rifli Dream, 
had jumbled them together in a waking 
Frenzy. In one Place was a Houfe built 
from an aukward Delineation plunder'd 
from an old Indian Screen, and decorated 
with all the Monfters of Afia and Jfrica, 
inhofpitably grinning at' Strangers over 
every Door, Window, and Chimney- 
Piece. In another, we found an old Go- 
thic Building encrufted with Stucco, Hiced 
. into Grecian Pilafters, with gilded Capi- 
.tals ; fuperbly lined with Paper disfigur'd 
all over with the fat Deities of China, 
and 
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and Ac hetcrogeoeoits Animals that cziit 
only in the aerial Region^ of Utopiaj 
Few, very few, did we meet with that 
bore any relation to Proportion, or the 
Cbnvenkncies and natotal Emoluments ot 
Ufe. But in all tfaefe not:d>lc DiflortioDS 
of Art, 1 peroeiv'd ^ poor pro fli inted 
Ward Taste, was conflaiiriy made i3& 
of to expre& the dsortiK CooceptionB of 
a diftcmper'd Fancy. From a cnrfory 
View of thefe mocky fVodndiaDS <i( 
jsodcm Re^emectt^ you woold be ied 
jto think, that the new Gentry of ^o 
City, and their Leaden the welt-4lref«'d 
Mid) 9haat St yames% w«ic feiz'd, tbc 
very Momoit they left the Town-Aic, 
widi a Qjiaefe ft«&idaeis, and imiguicd a 
Deviation fnxa TrtOh and NtOnre was aa 
tn&lU3le Ottarioa pf Taste. Bat of all 
the iplendid Impertinencies i ever laW| 
nothing ever excited In me fo contempt 
toous an Indignation ss Mucio's Palace } 
and yet the filly Multitude pour iatAi n 
abundant Crowds from the in^acent City, 
duriny 
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during the Summer Seafon, on a particular 
Day of the Week, which the indulgent 
Owner fets apart for that Purpofe, to gaze 
with opeti-niouth'd Aftonifhmsnt at the 
"tbpttb Nothing of this unmeaning Struc* 
turc. MtrciO's Palace ftands about fix 
MSes from London, u|)on a dry barren 
^pot where GoD never intended Wood 
((hould nfltur^ly grow or Water fpring : 
Mo^Giotfacfelbre made <:h(»ce<^ this Spor. 
in Pr^ferenee to any Olher, to feew the 
^dmrring Speaators, ihsK Wealth oobM 
}>t^£>rm every dimg m the Phjificfd 
World, as his ^aty Anceftof% had foun4 
it would do in the Mc^l. So to fupply 
'what Nfttere in a prO^& Irr-egularity b^ 
Aows u|>on odi«r Places, Ixit had with- 
Atdd from this, he {>lanted, at an im^- 
mtafs Expence, by Role and Line^ feveriA 
fretiy Walks of Elm Trees, fo cngagii^Iy 
iike one anodier, that, at the firft Gioncs, 
yoB may know them all to be of the feme 
J^amily ; and oblerving that Water is more 
naturally cotki^d latOf and preferv'd In 
a Body, 
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3 Body, in low Situations, Muci®, whofe 
chief Aim, itfeems, v/as to excel Nature^ 
moft artfully catch'd upon an Eminence, 
in a round Baibn torn'd by a pair c^Com- 
pafles, or more properly a large Rain- 
water Ciftern of ten Acres, the imprifon'd 
Contributions of Winter Showers, to pu- 
trify by Stagnation in the Sumnner Seafon. 
-The Houie itfelf, 'tis true, is built with 
good Portland Stone, before, which , is 
Jiuck on a Portico in the Corinthian Order. 
The Rooms within are large without 
M^ificence } numerous without Con- 
venience ^ and fitted up with an oftenta- 
-tious Spkndor, without the minutefl: Ap- 
-pearancc of any one real Elegance. The 
Furniture is even difguftiogly expcnlive, 
and ornamented into ufele& Ineambrancs. 
Several daub'd CopiesofP.PiNiNi'sRuiniS 
dangle over monl^ous Marble Chimney- 
PieceSy that look like Family Monument* 
in a Cathedral j and not a few ihapelefe 
naked Pagan Deities, done by moderft 
Artifts, fprawl upon. Canvafe- iucroundei 
witb 
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with gilt Frames, tack'd upon Hangings 
of Gold and Silvcc Tlffue. In fliort, the 
whole feems as if Mucio had been fuf- 
fer'd by Heaven, to fquander away im- 
menfe Treafurcs in this moft ridiculous 
manner, to give a filent LeflTon of Confo- 
lation to every Spectator, how low foever 
his Lot is &llen in the vale of Life, that ' 
Nature and Propriety will make a thatch- 
CDvered Cottage ufefiil, and an Ornament 
in the rural Landfcape round him, when 
this enormousPile of Stones fcarce afforded 
the taflelefs Builder a dwelling Room, and 
will remain, even in Ruins, a Monument 

of Vanity and Dulncfs. 1 am glad you 

have 6nifhed to your Sitfisfei^ion, the 
Palladian Bridge, you was fo bufy about 

when I was laft With you at— . I 

have feleflied a very beautiful parcel of 
Spar for your Grotto, which I propofe to 
fend in a iew Days. I am, 

Tour^ &c. &c. 

F LETTER 
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L E T T E R X. 

To Eug£nio. 

I Have feiit jrou according to my Pro- 
mife, EuQENio, that little Philbfophi- 
cal Poeoii I h^ve fp oltcn recommended, 
written by Sir John Davibs, cntidcd, 
7he Originaly Nature, and Immortality of 
tJK Soul. Wherein you will find the &cret 
Springs of Pkafure and Pain« Love and. 
Hatred, laid open to your Iufpedion. The 
ingenious Author, after having de/cribed 
the five Senfes as the Inlets of all ObjcAs 
to the Soul, and the Imagination as a Senfi 
in cpmmon betwixt them and the JnteHee^ 
tual Powers^ proceeds to explain in the 
Allowing Stanzas whence the Spirits of 
$t/^f [i. e. Taste] arife, and how they 
influence the hupias PailioDs. 

" But fince the Brain doa lodge the Pow'n erf" StaTe, 
'" How cornea it in the Hear/ clio&Paffioiu fpring 7 
<* The motiut Lore, the kind Intelligence { 

" 'Twixt fieari and Brain thii Sympathy doth bring. 



L E T T E R X, if 

" Fr»m the jciml Hnt ivliicli in die Heut doth veigi, 
" The SfiriiJ sfLifi 4oth th«r beginiung talw, 

" Thofe Spiriti of Lift afcendbg to the Brain 

" When they come there ihtSplrits ofStn/eAottiJai 

" Jadgc of the Forms of Objefti ill or well, 
" And fo they ftnd a good qr ill Report 

" Down to the Heart where all AfftSient dwell. 
" IT the Report be good it cauleth Lam, 

" Andlohgingfli^. aad 'well-afliired 7#f , 
" If it be ill, then doth it Hured move, 

" And trembling Tiar, and vexing GrUfi annoy;' 

You will otnTertf from hence that a true 
rdifhfor Life as.wellasforniturilBeauty, 
dejiends upoa a right Mana^nirat of our 
Fancies j for if Fancy ()rcfents Obje^s in 
£U& Appearances to thde Spirits of Senjt^ , 
^ Afe0i6ta will embrace Vice Mid Dfi- 
fytrnoKf with the C^eOes, which nalu- 
rdUy beldng . to Virttie aisi Beauty. For 
this RceToo- the rioWc Author of the" 
CitARACTBKisTics winifiiis, Dut of the 
Stoic Schod, againft the Delufions of 
a falfe Fancy, as the moil Joiportant Con- 
F 2 cem 
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cern of our Being "f-. If you would fee 
this Do£lrine illuilrated and adorned with 
the moft genume Flowers of Poetry, let 
me recommend you to the third Book of 
the PUa/ures of Imagination, the moft 

beautiful of all didafliic Poems. 1 find 

Ambition has drawn you, from the 
quiet Retirement I laft left you in, to the 
bufy^ buzz of Courts and Levees, I muft 
ingenuouHy confels that the purfuit of 
Wealth and Honours I fliould wow enjoy 
qiyfelf, for fince the irreparable Lofs of 
all domeftic Comforts I fuftained by the 
Death of my dear Eudocia, I have plac'd 
tjuy chief HappineTs in hopes of i^ifing 
myfelf to the Character a long race of An- 
ceftors have pofieOed befix'e me ; but iot 
you, who ftitl enjoy the -'more defireable 
Comforts of conjugal Love, to leave the 
enchanting Converlation of your &ir ac- 
compliih'd Friend, for the dull jargon of 
Bufinefs, is an exchange infinitely to your 
Lo&. If Fancy has dreis'd up domeflic 
Happiness 

+ See Lord Sbaftefiurft duraflerilliCB pallim. 
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Happiness in the Robes of Office, be- 
lievc me flie plays the Spirits ofSenJi 
very falfe, and let me warn you betimes, 
left your Fate fliould be the fame as that 
of a noble Arabian I have heard related. 
The Story is this. There dwelt at Izra 
a young Nobleman named Miravan, 
who was blcflcd with Health, Wit, Beauty, 
and a fufHcient Competency of the good 
Things of this World, which for fome 
Years he cnjoy'd with the moft uninter- 
rupted Satisfadion, till one Day walking 
among the Tombs of his Anceflors, he 
obferv'd upon one of them the following 
Infcription almpft erafcd by Time j 

Ik this tomb is a greater treasure 
THAN Croesus ever possessed. 

Inflamed immediately with the very luft 
of Avarice, he cauled the pon^rous and 
marble Jmos (as Sbakefpear calls them) 
of his Anceftor's Sepulchre to be opened j 
when entering with rapt'rous Expectation 
of fiading immenfeTreafures, hewas ftruck 
F 3 fpeechlcfs 
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Ipeechlefs with Diiaj^Kuntmeat to behold 
nothing bqt a heap of Bones. I^A, and 
Putre&dtion, with this Inrcriptioa ova- i(. 

Here would have dwelt ETERNAL 

REPOSE A TREASURE CrOESUS NEVER 
POSSESSEDWHICH THOU HAST DRIVES HENCE 

BEING EXCITED BT AN INSATIABLE LOVE 

OF GOLD TO DISTURB THE SACRED REMAINS 
OF THY PROGENITORS. HaD NOT" THV 
KEASON BEEK OELUDZD BY A FALSE FANCY 

aBE WOVLD HAVE TOLD THEE THAT TKE 
pRAVS CONTAINS NOTHING BUT DUST AND 
ASHES. 

Adieu, my .dear Eugehio, and build 
no Expedations but upon the Rock of 
Certain^. I am, 

Tour, &c. 
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LETTER XI. 

To EUPHEMIUS. 

I Am greatly pleafed, Eu; hem lus, 
that you was of the fame Opinion ts 
myfelf, in a ktc Convcrfation, that nO'- 
thing would vitiate a Man's Ta/le for 
poetry more, than frequently reading the 
kalian Poets. Their forced Allufions, 
their tinfcl Concetti, and perpetual Affix- 
tation of hunting for frety Thoughts in- 
difcriminately upon every Subject, are lb 
many Deviations from good Writing, 
which degrade the Dignity of Heroic^ 
and totally deftroy the fimplicity of Pafio- 
ralPoefy. Sir Philip Sidney's Arca- 
piA affords a fufficient Example how 
much the fineft Genius may be corrupted 
by a too ^miliar Intercourfe ^9ith thofe 
exotic Triflers, I don't mean by this to 
extend my Cenfure to every Part of their 
poetical CompolitionSj as there are many 
F 4 hc^utifrl 
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beautiful Pal&ges in Tasso's Jerusalem 
in one Species* and in his Aminta in 
the other; in Ariosto's Orlando^ and 
in GuABiNi's Pastor Fido, which are 
worthy of the higheft Commendations} 
much lefs would I recommend the total 
negled of them, or (hatch that Palm qf 
Glory from their Heads, which they have 
juilly merited, from being the Inventors 
of the Dramatic Pajioral. Neverthclels 
I ftill retain the Sentitnents, I then ad? 
vanced, that therp were even in thofe 
two celebrated Pieces, the Aminta, and 
Pastor Fido, fuch a taftclefs Profufion 
of that fliining Stuff, which Boileau 
calls Clinquant, as muft greatly difgufl 
every Reader whofe Fancy is properly 
chaflened by that Parent of fober Criticifm, 
from whom the Stagyrite drew every 
Precept, unerring Nature, The firfl Aft 
' of both is full of thofe pretty Abfurdities ^ 
indeed Guarini fo faithfully copies 
his Predeceflor, thatL I Nco utters Dafne's 
Thoughts 
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Thoughts throughout, and-alraofttoo ii> 
the fame Expreffions. For Example, 

Odi quel Ufcignuolo 
Phe va di ramo in ramo 
Cantando, 2o amo, h amo. 

Dafn. in An), A^ i. 

Quell* Augellin, chc canta 
Si dolcemcnte, e lafcivetto vola 
Or da r Abctc al Faggio, 
Ed or dal Faggio al Mirto, 
S' avefle umaijo Spirto, 
DirebW, ardo d'amorp, ardo d'amorc' 
Lincp in Paftor Fido, Ad i. 

La Bifcia laicia il luo veleno, e cdrre 
Cupida al fuo Amatore : 
Van le Tigri in amore: 
Ama il Leon fuperbo: 

Dafne in Aminta, Ad i . 

This laft defcriptipn of Tasso's, of the 

force of Love in the Brute Creation, is id- 

^eed unaffededly beautiful, butGuARiKi, 

thinking 
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.thinking it a plain and fpiritlds Ob&rvaT 
tion^ has Itatiaaiz'J it to his own Fancy 
in the following manner. 

Mu^e in mantra I'armcnto, et quei mugg^ti 
Sono amoro0 inviti. 
Kugge il l^one at bofco, 
Ne quel ruggito e d^ra, 
^oH d'atnor Sofpira. 

Paftor Fido, AJSt i. 

This Lion (as Theseus &ys of his Bro- 
ther in Shakespeae's MidfummerNigbt'i 
Dream) is a wry gentle Beaji^ and i>fa 
goad Confcience. But I cannot dUmifs this 
Paflage without nttticing the Merit of 
the Amsterdam Edlfor ot 1732, who 
£)unds this ingenious expkn^ory Note 
upon the poor Word Q^, netl ijiejo /Mdo 
(lays he) cm- forfc mcglib : pwadb faC^^ 
do . ^ qpando ragge. It may eaiily be 
conceiv'd how a luxuriant Fancy may in 
the Heat of poetic Rapture glow up into 
Nonfcofc J but how a Commentator can 
(toolly explain it afterwards is beyond my 
tJnderihnding to account for, 

3 \ lhoul4 
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I fhouM be glad if feme of thoie 
Gentlemen, who arc fo •willing to believe 
the Superiority of the Itaiian Poets over 
their own Countrymen, would collate 
Flbtcher's Faithful Sbepberdejiy and 
Mflton's Owkj, with the abovemcn- 
tioned Pieces, and impartially coniider the 
full Merit of both. 1 dare lay they would 
find this Branch of Laurel, whic^ thofe 
two great Men have'fo fuccefsfully tranf- 
planted irom Italy, flmiriflies better in 
our own temperate Climate, than on the 
Banks of the Tiber. But, as the Faith- 
ful Shepherdess is more preciTely adra- 
matic paitorai Poem than CoMus, and the 
firll too diat was attempted in our Lan- 
guage, I would reft the Cooteotion upon 
that alone. If they defcend to particular 
Pa&ges, the following may fafely be 
put in Competition both for Tafte and 
Moral, with any they can produce from 
' their &vourite Authors. A^ the Satyr 
has left Clorin, the Faith&t Sh^hef- 
dcft. 
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de(s, file breaks out. into the following 

Soliloquy. 

" AU m^ Fears go with thee. 
" What Greatnels, or what private hidden Power 
" Ta there in me to draw Subtni&ion 
'• From thu Tudt Man or Buft r Sard am mortal: 
" The Daagbtei of a Shepherd, he wu mortal ; 
" And the that bore me mortal : prick my Hand 
•< And it Mill bleed I a Fever flukes me, and 
«' Thefelf-fainewindthatmakeatheToaiigLBmbsfhrinL 
<' Makes me a-cold : my Fear fays I-am mertal : 
" Yet I have heard, my Mother tdd it me, 
•• And now I do believe it, if I keep : 

" My Virgin Flow*r uneropt, pure, chafte, and fair, 
" No Goblin, Wood-God, Faiiy, Elf, orKend, 
" Satyr, or other Pow'r thjt haunts the Grove, 
" Shall hurt my Body, or by vain Illufion, 
" Draw me to wander after idle Fires ; 
" Or Voicet calling me tndead of Night. 
" To make me follow, and to tole me oa 
" Thro' Mire and ftanding Pool, tofindmyRoin; 
t' Elfe why flioald this rough thing who never knew 
" Maimers nor fmooth Humanity, whofe heats 
'( Are rougher than himfelf, and more milhapen, 
" Thus mildly kneel to me f Sure there's a Pow'r 
•' In that great name of Virgin, that binds M 
" AH rude uncivil Bloods, all Appetites 
"' That break their Confines. A& i. 

' Perigot's Declaration, of the Purity' 

of his Love to Amoret, and the Chaftity 

of his Intentions, is not with lefs Taftc 

defcribed 
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defcribed in the iame AA, not for- 
getting how ingenioufl^ the Poet has 
avail'd himfelf of the Prejudices imbib'd 
in Infency concerning invifiblc Powers. 

" O do not wrong my honcft fimple Truth, 

" Myfdfandmy AffediotiiMeaspare 

'* Ai thofechaftcFUmesthatburobefbre theShrinc 

" Of the challeDiAH : Oily my Intent 

" To draw yda diidier wa* to plight OUT Troth* 

" With interchange t^ mataal chafte Embrace*, 

" And ceremoiuoas tying of our Souit: 

" For to that holy Wood is confecratc 

" A vinuotu Well, about whofe flow'ry Bankt 

" Thenijjable-fiwicdFuiieidaiKe^theirRoaiids 

", By the pale Moon-flune. dipping often times 

" Thew ftolen Children, fo to make 'cm free 

" FromdyingFIeih, and dull Mortality 1 

" By thi$ ftir Fount hath many a Shepherd fwoni, 

" And given away his Freedom, many a Troth 

*' Been plight, which neither Envy, ac/t old Time 

" Could ever break, with many a chalte Kif« given 

" fnhopeof coming Happinels. A& i- 

And Am AR i l l is's Defcription of the 
fullen Sbepberdf his Dog, and his Floclts, 
jis -as elegant. When I here fay elegant , 
I would not be underflood to mean that 
the Objefts dcfcrib'd are fo, I mean the 
Defcription 
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Description ,only } for Poetry ^ a8 well «i. 
Faintii^ bebg ah Imitative Art, a Poet 
may ihew as much IngenniQr and TiSie 
in the D^cription of a Defart^ as in that 
of the moil floWcry Landfcapci 

'• Tbere ii s Shepheni dwells 
" Down by tbe Moor, whofe Life hath ercr flidVB 
'■ More rulkn Dirtontent than SatvkK's Brow, 
'• Wbe&hefici&owtiiagimcheBIithtof Ment 
'* Odf that doth weftr kimfetf awa^ in LOaeneft, 
" And neVer joysi onMs it be in brsaking 
" The holy plighted Troths of niatual Soula: 
** OMthatloftadberMtryfeveial ficMtf, 
** But fct was DcyEr known to l<m or like, 
" Were the Face fairer sod nore foQ of Troth 
^ Than Fhosbi m her FuUnefs, or the Youth 
•• Of fmooth Lysui; Whole nigh-Hamd Fiocki 
" An always feabby, wl v^^odt all Sheep 
" Tb^ feed withal, whofe Lamb* ar* ever laft 
** And die before their weaomg, and whofe Dog 
» Lixki like hi* Mailer, lean, and fidl of Scurf. 
'* Not caring for the Pipe cor Wkifile. 

Aft I. 

To dwell upon everyBeauty in this Piece 

would be to tranfcribe the whole. I fhall 

therefore only add, that all Men of Genius^ 

fince the Death of the great Author, 

have 
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liave concurr'd in applauding this mc^ 
excellent Perforihance. As I have fo 
warmly fpoken of this Play, give me 
Leave to recommend to you the addi- 
tional Pleafure, when you next read it, of 
penifing the Notes of* the laA Editor Mft 
Seward, who has made fon\i happy 
Emendations in'thc Text, and very appo- 
frtcly illuftrated his Author with feveiml 
fimilar Paffagcs from Homer, Theocri-' 
Tus, Virgil, Spenser, SHAKE&PEAit 
and MtLTON.-— Notwithftandihg whac 
I have laid concerning the Italians^ t 
hope my Compliments won't be unac-. 
ceptable to our ingenious Friend, whom' 
we call Petrarch, 5n hia Retiremeijt 
in the Vale of—, known Mnong us by 
the Name of Valclusa, and his amiaUe, 
I may &y, hisenchaming Laura. Adieu* 

/ «w, 

T««r, &c. flee. 
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LETTER XII. 

To Philemon. 

I Have been feveral Days, my dear Phi- 
lemon, feeding my Eyes with thofo 
delicious Remains of ancient Archite£turc, 
the Ruins of Palmyra, with which 
thofe very ingenioosGentlemen Mr.DAw- 
klNs and iVIr. Wood, who made a Voyage 
into Asi A on Purpofe with the much to 
be lamented Mr. Bonv e » i e , have fo great- 
ly entertain'd the Public. What a Blef- 
fing it is to Mankind in general, and Glory 
to the Country in particular they be- 
long to, when ample Fortunes fell to the 
Lot of Men who have fuch Tafte and be- 
nevolent Difpofitions I I am almoft per- 
fuaded that Longinus himfelf muft have 
been the Architect of the Temple of the 
Sun. There is fomething fo fubliine in 
that View of the grand Entrance, and the 
noble Perfpe£tive behind it j and fo ana- 
logous to his capacious Conceptions of 
Great- 
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Gi-eatneis in poetical Compolitiohs ; that 
many a one, with a Fancy lefs warm than 
mine, join'd to a Temper ibmewhat more 
dogmatical, woold pronounce it abfolute- 
Fy to be the Work of that great Genius, 
and endeavour to fupport his Opinion, 
liice a modem Controverfialift, with a 
hundred notable ConjeAures mck'd toge- 
ther with Shrcads of ancient Hiftory. I: 
muft own I was greatly furpriz'd thaC 
among this prodigious Heap of magnifi- 
cent Ruins, there fhbuld be found only 
lour loHic PHlars, and all the reft ihould 
be of the Corinthian Order. The 
0cteftation the Palmtrenes bore to 
the Romans might be a ftrong Rcafou 
there fliould be none of the Tuscan j 
but why one Grecian Order fliould be 
fo little us'd, and the other totally ne- 
gleftcd, feems not fo cafily to be account- 
ed for, efpecially too when the Ion ic was 
more in ufe, thro' Asia MW and the 
neighbouring Countries to Palmyra, 
than both the other two join'd together. 
*Tis true indeed, the Simplicity of the 
G Doric 
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Doric would have ill fuited the magni- 
ficent Struilarcs built in Honor of the 
greater Cceleflial Gods> but might never- 
thelefs with the utmoil Proprie^ and 
Taile have been applied in Temples of 
the inferior Deities, and more particularly 
too of thofe who prefidcd over the. Con- 
cerns of the innocent Shepherd and labo- 
reus Huibapdman. Here not only the 
plain fubiliantial Column of the Doric, 
the Canon of whofe Order was afcertain'd, 
not by the lofty Cedar, but by fturdy 
Trees of a more common Growth, was- 
the only proper. Support for the Temple 
of Pan or Svlvanos, but the Orna- 
ments generally made ufe of in that Order. 
were fuch too as ^would be expedled na- 
turally in Buildings of that kind at the 
firil Inftitution of this rural Religion; 
namely, the Heads and Horns of Ani- 
mals offer'd up in their Sacrifices. The 
want of this Species of Architeilure 
makes me fufpeft, that the Ruins which 
now remain were built at a Time when 
an unbounded Luxury had over-run the 
State, 
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StatCj and almoft extinguifli'd the natural 
Tafte for Truth and Propriety. The great 
Critic juft mention'dj has a moft beauti-- 
ful Gbfervation in his Treatife upon thi 
SuSlimfy concerning the EffctS which im- 
moderate Wealth has both upon private 
Families and Nations, and the fpqpdy 
Progrefs it makes to obliterate in the hu- 
man Soul, by the Luxury accompanying 
it, that noble and natural Regard for every 
Species of Virtue, which the benevo- 
lent Author of our Being has originally 
iinplanted in us. " I cannot conceive, 
" (fays LoNGiNUs) how it can happen 
" otherwife, but that we, who are fo 
" doatingly fond of immenfc Riches, or, to 
" fpcak more juftly, who idolize them, 
" fhould receive into our Souls thof^. 
" Evils which are congenial with them. 
" For Profufion very clofely follows 
" Wealth, or, as W8 may fay, accompa- 
" nies it i and the latter having open'd 
** the Gates both of Cities and private 
•' Families, they enter in and dwell toge- 
** ther : where having fettled for fom* 
G 2 " time 
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** time they make dieir Neft (as the wif£t 
** obferre) and prefently endeavouring to 
" propagate their Kind^ they beget Pride 
** and Luxury, which are no ipurioas li^ 
" liies, but their troe and legitimate 0£F- 
" fpring. WhoevCT permit thefc Children 
'* of Wealth to come to Maturity within 
*• them, they foon bring forth thofc impl»- 
" cable Tyrants in their Souls, Contumefyy 
" Jnjujlice^and Impudence"%.^avf^ Hiftory 
will inform us, that in all Empires a fimi- 
lar Depravity of Tafte for Arts and Sci- 
ences and natural Beauty, has.ever attend-: 
ed a national Corruption of Morals. la 
the glorious and virtuous Part of the Ro-. 
MAN Republic under the Confuls, whafc 
admirable Edifices were erefted for pub-, 
Kc Ufe, fuch as Temples for th? Wor-, 
fliip of the Gods, Scnate-HoufeSj Grana^ 
ries and Aquaeduits! In the Sink of Vice 
under the Emperors, we hear of expenfive, 
Maufoleums, immenic Circuflcs, fplen- 
did 

. fOu JS( tv« Kvytltfittaf tufuv ttf am, &c. Loo^n. 
ie Subltm. Page 248. Ecfit. Pmr(t. 
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did Amphitheatres, Rately CcAuvans dedi- 
cated to Monllers who difgrac'd their 
Species, and many other taftelefs Won- 
ders built for the Gratiiication of bumaa 
Vanity. From hence I am inclinable to 
think the Ruins now before uswere a-e,ft- 
pd in the Age immediately preceding, or 
in that of ZfiNOBiA herfelf J when the 
iplendid Corinthian only cpuld fatisfy 
the Luxury of the Times, which had 
eradicated thatTafte for Propriety as other- 
wife would have been occafionally de- 
lighted with the milder Charms of the 
Doric Order. Ncverthelefc confidcring 
-a' true Taftc for Architedure muft have 
preceded this indifcriminate Magnificence, 
and ttiat many of thefe Buildings too are 
not only Inftances of great Science, but 
likewife often applied with great Proprie- 
ty (for Inftance, among others, the great 
Temple) I could not help filing into the 
fame kind of RefTedion as SuLPicins 
makes, in his Letter to Cicero §, on 
G 3 feting. 

f Thp hamBne Sulpiciut thus apoftrophizes bimfelf, &f- 
^r UieReSeAiOD. Heml not homunculiinil^amur. 
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feeing, in his Voyage from Asia, the 
Ruins of jEgina, Megara, the Pi- 
tMMm, and Corinth. Shall fucb in. 
cmfiderable Creatures as myfelf, (faid I) 
frpini at any little private Left, when at 
me View I lehold the ajionijhing Magni. 
jicence of fi many hundred Familie!, and 
the i)afl public Structures of a mighty King- 
dom, allin Ruins before wf— Indeed, Phi- 
lemon, I begin to be alham'd that you 
ever heard me murmur ! — I am now go- 
ing with a Party of feleft Friends of both 
Sexes to talce a Tour of Pleafure to fevcral 

Seats in the North of fiire. When I 

return, you may rely upon receiving free 
and impartial Obfervations upon what we 
fee there, in the manner you delight in, 
when you dcfire me to give you my flow 
of Soul. Adieu, my dear Friend, and 
continue 

7.0, cfl. d.bM, „„ „„ loco ,0, a.-i^ „j„ 
h-unmii ifi •«»«. ! Epia. lib. 4. tpia. j. ■" " . 



e:h»G00glc 



;l E T T E R XII. 87 

continue to do me the Juftice of thinking 
that my Heart always flows from my 
Tongue and Pen^ elpecially when I fay 
how much I am. 



Toutt &c. &C. 
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LETTER Xni. 

To LlONORA, 

JO Y to you, my dear Leonora, upon 
the Accomplifliment of idl your own 
Wi£hes, and thofe of a Man who I be- 
lieve is as dear to you as yourfelf ; at leaR . 
of ohe whpie Happinefs is neceflary to 
conftitote yours. You are now enter'd 
into that State from whence, as our great 
Poet iays, 

" tUIationi dear, and all the ChatitiM 

'< Of E>ttrar,$<)^,uKl9rotb«r,fiifiwve known, f 

Give me leayc therefore, as tbc tie of 
Blood betwixt us may in fcme mcafure 
authorize the Freedom, and the Friendr 
Ihip we have always had for each other ftill 
more, to mix with the unfeign'd Joy of 
Con^tulation, the unreftrainable Ten- 
dernefs of a Brother, and Concern of a 
Friend, 



t Par. Loft, Book the 4th. 
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^rirad, in giving my Advice to you m 
this Scene of Happinefs. Nor think i^ 
any RefledHpn upon thp ftrength of your 
Heart, th^t I Should imagine ] could any 
vfA^ cpqtribul^ to your .Felicity by Ad^ 
{^Qoiciomj which is nnt <:QDcerning your 
Pnidpncc, (for, to &c« yqu at once from 
aoy pain of that fort, I really think It i&- 
taipat^Q of Improvement) but relating to 
the Obfervation of fome inf«-ior£xoel- 
Idieies, which with the generality ef yo^ 
Spx have paft unregarded, but, give me 
leave to &y, are as e^stially neceflary to 
pceierve a JluShand's D^^s, as the mors 
fefpeAable Du^ of a Wife, 'Tis not 
enough that a Woman is a &idifiil dome- 
ftic Frknd, ihe Ibould daily Audy to in- 
veftherfelf withahund^ little enchan^g 
Qraces, Suitable to the Difpo&ion of the 
Man ibe marries if flie would ftUl retain 
thofe unipeakahle Charms, conceived only 
by Lovers, with whi(;h (he originally cap- 
^vated bis Heart, This, grand Secret, my 
daar SiiW, lies in ^is Jhorf Precept; 
Never 



p:h»Google 



x,o L E^T T E R XIII. 

Never lofe the Miftrefs in the Wife ; a Text 
of Bullion Scnfe, which an Eflay Writer 
would wire-draw into twenty glittering 
Pages. But a»niy Defign is, not to gain 
yopr Applaufe of my talent as a Writer, 
but to give a hint for the Promotion of 
yourHappinefs ; to fay more will be un- 
nccefiary, to fay Icfs would be unaffcc- 
tionatc. I know fome of our Friends 
would rally me for laying fo great a ftrefa 
upon minute Embelliflunents of Mind and 
Body ; but I would foon flop the Laugh- 
ter of thofe Gain-fayers. by the following 
Fable, the Truth of whofe Mcffal is as 
old and certain as the Foundation "of the 
World, tho' the Story is my own Inven- 
tioi). Psyche, a Virgin born in the 
Ifland of Cyprus, grew enamour'd of 
CupiDthe Son of Venus. After making 
fome unfuccefsful Attempts to infpire tHe 
little God with a mutual Paffion, flie re- 
tired from the World to vent her Com- 
plaints in melancholy Solitude. Thete 
dwelt not fer from Paphos, the Metros 
polis of the Country, a Nymph called 
Tastk, 
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Taste, aDaughterofoneoftheGRACES, 
to whom the Virtues, Arts, Sciences, 
and even the Goddess of the Ifland hes- 
felf often reforted. For without the Af- 
iiftance of fome fecrct Charms (he be- 
ftowed upon them, tho' they perhaps 
might fometimes coldly latisfy the World, 
their Endeavours to enchant it were always 
ineffecftual. Hither Psyche repaired, and 
having difcovered the Caufe of herUncafi- 
nefs, fupplicated the Nymph in the moft 
humble manner to relieve her Diftreffes. 
Tastej who never refus*d to comply 
with the Petitions of her fincere Votaries, 
heard the Virgin's Requeft with Com- 
pafiion, and having made up a Zone of 
the fame Materials with which flie had 
formerly compofed the Ceftus of Venus, 
gave it her with the following I njun^ons. 
** Take, laid ihe, my dear Psyche, this 
" magic Zone, and wear it perpetually 
" round you, irom whofe latent Folds 
*' fuch an unfpeakable Power fhall be 
" added to your natural Charms, that the 
<; difdainful God of foft Defires (hall not . 
" only 
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V only be capthrtted with your Beauty, 

V IS ibon as he lees you, but ihall be re-i 
" tained in a voluntaiy and plea^aUe 
^ Bondage as long as you pr^ove this 
'* myflErkms ¥\edgs of my A&^iop. 
f* Take the &r\Gte&. Care therefore of tbn 
'* ittcftimable Treafure, for £hould yoa 
^' thro* N^le<ft be fo unfortunate to loie 
"it, Cupid has Wings and will make 
!*ufeofth«nto leave you." Let it ha 
fvffieient to fay, that PsvciIe bound the 
Zone round her Waift, and accordingly 
ib ht fucceeded in her Wiflies, ikatt 
Hymen in his Saffron Robe foon pro- 
nounced a happy Unicm. betwixt her and 
the Son of Venus. Days, Weeks, and 
Months pa£ed on in uninterrupted circles 
p£ ftill increa&ig Raptures. If Psyche 
went into die Meadows and Grores to 
tafte the Tribute of the returning Springy 
CuFis was ever ready to wanton before 
hex, and fill her Lap with the choiceft 
Flowers and Bloflbms. If Hie was in- 
clinable in the heat of Sunnner to vifit 

the 
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the Rivers and Fomt&ins/ his Image 
was conftantly mixed with hers in t1a« 
floating Miltor. PsychtE began now to 
tlunk ho* Zone ufele&, and a trouble-^ 
Ibme Incumbrance i therefore! being one 
Day ^tigued wifh the ufual Spocts of 
the Country, fhe loofened the gol- 
den Sttids with which it was &ftened 
round, her Waift, and • threw it difdain- 
fiilly into the pafling River. Very few 
Days paflcd after this, before ihe per- 
ceived a vifible Aheration in the Af. 
fedioos of her adored Cupid ; his Eyea 
no longer languiihed on hers with in- 
efeble Defire j his Ears ceafed, as they . 
were wont, to be ravifhed with the 
Mufic of her Tongue ; and a civil In- 
difference foon fucceeded to the here- 
tofore glowing Language of Extacy. 
By degrees her Company grew every 
Day more and more dlfpleafing to 
him, till at length a total Difguft 
having feized his Fancy, he fpread his 
rofy Wings in Air, and for ever left 
2 - -the 
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the deteiled Habitation of his once be- 
loved PsycHE. 

Pray deliver my Congratulations upon 
this happy OccafiOn toARisTus your- 
felf, and then I am fare they will not 
feil of being acceptable. 

/ tf ffl. 

Dear Leonora, 

With the great^ Sincerity , 
Tours. &c. &c. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XIV. 

To the Same. 

IT gave me uncommon PleaTure that 
my Fable of Admonition was fo well 
received by you and Aristus. Indeed, 
Leonora, I can never think my Time 
better fpent, than when I am employed 
in the Promotion of Happinefs in a Heart, 
fo capable of every virtuous and elegant 
Sentiment as your own. J muft confels, 
I had an Intention offending you an Epi- 
thalamium on your Wedding Day, but 
when I began to cxprefs myfclf with the 
tendered Concern, andmoft ardent Wifhes 
for your Happinefs, I found the Mufes, 
who arc habituated to FldUon, wmc fo 
uopropitious to unpoetical Truth, that, at 
the Concluiion of two or three honeft 
Stanzas, I was obliged to drop my Pen, 
and offer up, in the Room of it, a free Li> 
bation of the Tears of Joy to the God oi 
Marriage. However, as it was not then 
in my Power to amufc you with any 
Poetry 
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Poetry of my own Coin^iitipn, I ihall 
now take the Liberty to fend you with- 
out any Apology an old Song, wrote 
above a hundred Years ago, upon a iimi- 
lar Qccafion, by the faapl7 Bridegroom 
hitnfclf. And tho' this old Song has been 
fo litde heard of. and as y^ introduced 
into no modern Cdledion, I dare venture 
to pronounce there is tn it more genuine 
Poetry, eafy'Turn of Thought, Elegance 
of Di£tion, Delicacy of Sentiment, Tender- 
nefs of Heart, and natural Tafte for Hap-: 
pine£t, than in all the Compofitions of 
this Sort, I evo" read, in any Language. . 
-But as you and Aristus have the &eim 
way of thinking as this happy Bard, he'll 
presently r«fe by Sympathy an Admirer 
in each of your BreaAs, and it is unne- 
ceflary for me to befpeak your Favour 
any &rther. 

A SONG 
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A SON G. 



AW A Y, lei nooglit to Love dirplealing. 
My' WiNiFKEDA, move thy Fear, 
IiCtBOUght delay the heav'nly EleSmg, 
Not fqucamifli Pride, nor gloomy Care. 

11. 
What tho' no Grants of Royal Donors 

With pompoiu Titles grace our B!ooi], 
Well Oiioe in more fubftaDtial Honours, 

And to be noble we'll be good. 

nr. 

What tho' from Fortune's lavilh Boon^ 

No mighty Treafares we pofiels, 

.We'll find within our Pittance Plenty. 

Asd be content without ExceTs. 

IV. 
Scill Ihall each kind retarning Seafbn, 

Sufficient for oar SVilhes give. 
For we will live a Life of Reafon, 

And that's the only Life to live. 



Our Name, whilft Virtue thiu we tender. 
Shall fweetly found where e'er 'lis fpoke. 

And all the Great Ones much Oiall wonder. 
How they admire fuch little Folk, 

H VI. Thro- 
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VI. 

TIiTO' Youtb and Age in Lore excelling. 
We'll band in hand together tread. 

Sweet fmiliag Peace Oull crown oor Dwelling, 
And Babes, fweet fmiling Babes our Bed. 

yii. 

How fliould I love the pretty Creaturei, 
Whtlft round my Knees they ibndly dung. 

To fee 'em look their J^other's Features, 
To hear 'em \iSf ^cir Mocber'i Tppgnf ! 

vrii. 

And when with Envy Time tranrported 
Shall thinlc to rob ua of our Joys, 

You'll in your Girb again, be courted. 
And I go wooing in my Boys. 

May all the Prophetic Feelings of 
future Joys contained in this Song 
fall to the Lot of yui and yo^rs ! 
But above all, may fweet fmiling Peace 
fpread her Olive Branches over your 
Door, and yourfclves thofe other Olive 

Branches round your Table ! My 

Spirits have been very low of late, 

which I attribute to. b«hol^iPg ^c- 

quently 
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quently Tome Objects of DKhefs about 
me. If therefore my Malady is owing 
cither to corporeal or mental Sympa- 
thy, I don't know where I can find 
a furer Remedy than under the iame 
Roof with you and Arist its. So 
yoii may expeft a Patient very fijon. 
I am. 

Tour, &c. &c. 



Hz LETTER 
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LETTER XV. 

To EUPHEMIUS, 

IHave been as often enraged, Euphe- 
Mius, as yourfelf, at the trite, dull, 
and falfe Obfervation, often made by the 
half-witted Pretenders to Learning, that 
we have no poetical Genius left among 
us. How far this taftelefs Prejudice againft 
our own Times, may tend to extinguifli 
what we have, I know not } but certain I 
am, that, if this fliupid Reverence for 
whatever was the Produ<aions of our An- 
ceftors, and the more irrational -f- and 
indifcri- 



+ This Failing a by no means tOtaWy peculiar to our 
prefeoc Age, (tho' perhaps now canied higher than it erei 
wai in any other i) for Ho k ace makes the fame Com- 
plaint of the Romem in his Time, in his Epiftle to 
AuousTus. The Poet after having ingenioally to his 
Patron Utewed the Injury and Abfurdity of the Pradice, 
cries out, 

IndignoT qtricqnam reprehend!, non qnia cra£e 

Compofitum, illepideve potetur, fed quia nupcr. 

IftheReader would fee one of the molt ingenious critiGa] 

Fcrfonnancu ever publifhed, I refer him to Mr. H— — "k 

Notes and Comraeotary on tliii BpilUe. 
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indifcriminatcnegleft of our Contempo- 
rvics prevail, we fliall be ftigmatifcd 
by our more difcerning Succeflbrs as the 
leaden Sons of Boeotia were of old. 
For my Part, I am of opinion, that there 
is now living a Poet of the moft genuine 
Genius this Kingdom eVer produced, 
Shakespear alone excepted. By poeti- 
cal Geniiis, I don't mean the mcer talent 
oi making Verjei^ but that glorious Enthu- 
fiafm of Soul, ^■ax Jim Frenzy ^ as Shake- 
spear calls it, rolling fromHeaven toEartb, 
from Earth to leaven, which, like an 
able Magician, can bring every Objefl: of 
the Creation in any Shape whatever before 
the Reader's Eyes. This alone is Poetry, 
aught elfe is a mechanical Art of putting 
Syllables harmonioufly together. The 
Gentleman I mcap is Doftor Ai^inside, 
the worthy Author of the Plea/ures of 
Imagination, the moft beautiful di^£lic 
Poem that ever adorned the Englifli or 
any other Language. A Work in which 
the great Author has united Virgil's 
T^fie^ Milton's Colouring, and Shake- 
H 3 spear's 
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sF£Ar's incidental Expreffion, wkh a 
Wanndi peculiar to himJelf, \f> paint 
the /tufi- Features of the hunun Mind, 
and the moil lovely Forms of true Reli- 
gion »id Morali^. Befidcs Uiis, Leader 
of the Mufe'B Train, we have others now 
living, v^hoj in their reJpeiSiye Compo- 
fitions, leave not only all our deceafed 
Poets, afid thofe o£ France and Italy 
for behind them> but even bear the Paint 
aw^ iromt any of- tljeir Competitors of 
ancient Rome-; ancj, as Hosier defcribes 
in his Games the Steeds of Diomedes 
prelBng clofc on theChariot ofEuMELUs,:}: 

(" Clofe on EuMELws' Back they poff'd the Wind, 
" And feem'd juft nviumiiig onhia car behiod, 
•* Fuft on his Neck he feels the fulery Breeze, 
•', Ami hfiy'iins o'er their' ftretc^^^g ibadow fees) 

" "PSpe's Tranfl, 

^cy^breatjieiaJthe Race even qn the Shoul- 
ders of th^r Grecian Mafters. I ftiould 
not hcfita^a mppi^nt to prefer the£/f^ 
in a Country^ Ojurch-Tard^ written by 
Mf , Gray, of Peter-Hoyfe in CambrUgfy 
to .the be/l Pe;fprma;^ce, in. that kind, of 
Ovjn^ 

X Iliad, f . , ; 
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Ovid',Ti'bullus, 6r Pro pert ii/s; Has 
HoRA^CE any Moral Ode equal to Mrl 
NtiQEtfrr's Ode to Mank i nd,- of any dc- 
fcrijjtivc dne toMr. Collins's Ode tofbk 
EVen1n'6 r Mr. Jos. Wartoi^s Ode id 
pANby Would nof fuffcr by the faihe 
Comparifon. I' fliould pay Mr. Maso(? 
BO Compliment to dompard all the ^cet- 
lencies in Seneca- together to biS' elegant 
Elprju-aj nor do I think T fliould' at 
all' degrade the Athenian Stage to fay, 
that the Palm- of tragic Glofy hangs 
wav'ring betwixt the conjoined Merit 
of SopHoc-LES's Philoctetes and the 
•fO%Div\j%Cohneus, and this modern Tra- 
gedy, did not Shakespear, like a' Cham- 
pion of old infpired by all the Gods, ftep 
majeftically in to bear it away by fuper- 
riatu'ral Power from the utmoft Force of 
human Abilities. I dare fay his Monodv 
H'4" Gti 



f'llio^ private FneadlKIp does not prepolTcfs my 
Jadgme6t in thinking oiirLai^iiage will be enrich'd, 
in'a' Vt^ortwo hence,' b}* an elegant Tranfladoa of 
SoPHbCLES. now' prepaiiog for the Public, by that 
WOHliy ^iari arid inge'nious'Writer Mr. Fkanklin. 
Fr^fefTv of Greek Iq Che UniTeriit}' of Cambridge. 
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en the Death of Mr. Pope, wherein he 
has imitated the Stile of four of our 
EngUJh Poets, has given you and every 
Man of true Taflc, more Pleafure than 
the joined Efforts oi all the Wits in the 
celebrated Court of Lfeo the Tenth •{-. 
There is another little Piece written by 
the fame Author, which has no Rival 
in the Court of AugustIts, entided an 
Ode to a Water Nymph. Thefe Opinions 
you'll fay, are very bold ones to give under 
my Hand j but as I think I can fupport 
them by juft Criticifm, I fliall not fear 
the mifplac'd Imputation of being par- 
ticular ^ for I am fure I Ihall not ftand 
alone in my judgment. I dare fey 
Amelia will be pleafed at my warm 
Defence of her favorite Poets, and pray 
tell 



t Thcfe Imitations of the ancjen* Roman Poets Fami- 
ANUS Strada has prefetved in his JcaJtmical Prslulioiii 
av-here the Stije* of LucAtf. Lucretius, Claud.ab 
Ovid, Stat.us. and V.rcil, are imitated by jAHui 
Parrh.,mus Peter Bembo.BalthasarCastilionius, 
Hercules Stbdzza, Jovianus' Pontakvs, and An- 
PioP 6 "*'"'""* "'^'^^«i"'™?l«ir Names. Ub.^. 
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tell her I jQiall efteem her Approbation 
equal to the Applaufe of the French Aca- 
demy of Sciences, and would prefer to 
being a Member of that illuftrious Society 
the pleafure of fubfcribing myfelf hers and 



Tours. &c. &c. 
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J .. To' Ph I L E t H n-S: 

F©N D- M I ail«>;i Eih»bT»e6, of 
tht EntorOinmBift- «f the Thbatm, 
believe me I have lately received an Ad- 
dition to this favourite Pleafure, and fiich 
»,G^ie^ you would have participated in 
very greatly with me. This was no lefe 
than a total Viflory over that invete- 
rate Prejudice of our old Acquain- 
tance MiLOTOs, who (like the old De- 
bauchee in Gil, Blas that thought the 
Works even of Nature daily decay'd) has 
So frequently maintain'd that' the Facul- 
ties of Mankind utt! much inferior to 
what they were ia the laft Generation. 
The old Gentleman, you know, till this 
Winter, has not been in Town thefe 
twenty Years, and confequently totally 
ignorant of the late Reftoration of Nature 
in the Rcprefcntation of Tragedy. When 
I'mentibn'd my defire of waiting on him 
to the Play, he affcnted to my PropoCil 
with his ufual Chearfiilnefs, but at the 
lame 
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£une (ieoe ^oke with wonderfiU Raptisv 
ofBBTTBBl*OH, PowBLLand Vebbritg- 
OEN, and iccm'd to. kifinuate that he 
Hjpuld neceSinly teiumph 'm. the Snperiox 
I'iVfj of his Gonlemporarics over the ma- 
dep) Heroes o£ thc.Bulfcin. But judge 
what was my. S^tis&tSioR aftcn the: Play 
was, ovfiii at. hjs pleafurcable Diiappoiiit). 
ment, when he ingenuoufly;confBf&'d^ that 
GaRRick was not only the beft, Ador 
he ever faw, but even exceeded the ut- 
moft Conceptions he had fbrm'd of Thea- 
trical fixoellence. It has been a pe- 
culiar Misfortune in the Rtprefentation 
of Modern-Tragedy, that' the Siibjeds of 
it; by being moftlyroyal Pcribnages, were 
remov'd' by their Rank from the cotn- 
inon Obfervation of Mankind ; fo that 
our fitft Players, being totaJly unacquaint- 
ed with the Chara<aer8^ perhaps notably 
imagiii'd that Princes were of a- fuperior 
Species to their Subject and therefore as 
Bays made his Spirits talk unintelligibly, 
they thought theic imaginary^ Heroes 
(wluch they bad at- little Conception. o^ 
at 
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as the Rebearfal Poet had of au'ial Be- 
ings) fliould mouth every Sentence inarti- 
culately. The Generality of Audiences 
arc no more converfant with the Origi- 
nals than the Players themfelves ; fo they 
took this preternatural Way of fpeaking 
as infeparable from the Character of Ma- 
jcfty, till by Degres, as Prior obfcrves 
upon another Occaiion, 

" Oiftom confirmM wb« Fancy had begun." 

and the deep-ton'd Monotony became 
the folemn Manner of fpeaking Tragedy. 
This was the Situation in which this 
great Genius found the Stage about four- 
teenYcarsago,who,beingblefs'd with every 
internal and external Qualification for re- 
prefenting human kind in all its Subordi* 
nations ; having,, on the one hand, a found 
Judgment, an elegant Tafte, a lively Fan* 
cy, with the moft penetrating Difcern- 
ment into theinmoft Receffesof the Heart ; 
and, on the other, an expreffivc Counte- 
nance, an Eye full of Luftre, a fine Ear» 
a moft mufical and articulate Voice, with 
an uncommon Power to modulate it with 
?«f"5 
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eafy to every Tranfition of Paffion, he rc- 
ftor'd Nature to her loft Empire upon 
the Stage, and taught us by the Convic- 
tion of ourfympathizing Souls, that Kings 
themfelves were Men, znd^.felt like the 
reft of their Species. — From a Line in 
Horace's Epiftle to Augustus, I am 
inclinable to think that Roscius was 
among the Romans what Garrick is 
amongft us, and that Quin likewife In 
Contradiftinftion may be confider'd as the 
Modern .^sopus. 

<Jaa gravu jEfopiW, qm Jeaus Rofciui egit. 

In this place the Epithet io^aj,contrafted 
to gravis, the deep Cadence of jEsop» 
means that Roscius was Jkilful in the 
Tranfition of one Paffion to another, and 
had a wonderful Happinefs in accommo- 
dating himfelf to a Variety of Charaflers 
, in Tragedy J whereas jEsopus was fuited 
only, by his fonorous full Voice and 
graver Action, to one particular Species of 
CharaiSers. The Epithet gravis^ ap- 
plied to ^sopus, has led the Commenta- 
tors 
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tors into a Miftake concerning tin Ta<- 
lents of RoscioB t they itslagine, becaufifc 
die CMK is call'd the degp'tadenc'd ASof, 
that the other in ContradilUnfUon ontft 
haTebeenon^anAftororComedtes. Their 
Authority for fucfa a Suppofition feems to 
be this Sentence of QuiNCTiLiAN. Rol 
scius citafior, ^sopus gr^or^ juoJ 
ilk tomaMaiy tic tregadtas egtti j; Baf 
QuiNCTiLiAM, confidefing the dlAance 
of Time he liv'd from theft famous Pky- 
ers, might poHibly kaow as tkcle of tho 
Matter as themfelves j but that they were 
both milUlcen in this Point may be col- 
lected from TuLLY, who celebrates his , 
inimitable Aflion as a Tragic Player in (he 
third Book De Oratore, as he had occa- 
Honalty inftanc'd him, in the pfdoedlng 
Books upon the fame SubjeA, as the ^It- 
lels Pattern for the Reprefentatiori of hu- 
man Nature in its comic Moods. So e^f- 
cellent was this great Man in the Scdnlc 
Art, that hk Name at length became, as- 

X Lib. ti. cap. }. 

n,r,t,r-'h,Gooj^le 



L E T TKH XVL i»t 
w« learn fiom: die fame' Abthor, «fae Bn»-. 
verfeisU' Crit^ion of PwfetfUon Jn vnery- 
Alt and ficionce, iaibfiimda ^hatwhretar 
grefv cema,rkit^lf eminent m. ^of^ vrMi 
cf^'d tl)« R^ospjiffi of hU Pro&ffiovL Ji^ 
que hoc jamdiu eft cmfecutus, ut^ in ^im- 
qui/que artificio excel/eret, is in fm genere 
Rofcius diceretur. § Confidering the De- 
light and Ufe that accrue to a rational 
Creature, from obferving a natural Repre- 
fentatiop of the Paflions by which his 
own Species is perpetually agitated, and 
confequently the Effedl that a well-regu- 
lated Stage muft have upon the TaAe of a 
whole Nation, 1 am pleas'd that both 
the Roman and Englijh Roscius have 
been ^ highly applauded and efteem'd in 
their refpeftive Countries, and that the 
greateft Men in bpth have not only beea 
enchanted with 'em upon the Stage, but 
have .taken Delight to rank 'em among 
their Friends in private Society. — I have 
much 

TT-71 — * — ''■ > « ' '' " 

X Ciccr. d< Orat. lib, i. 



p:hy Google 



112 LETTER XVI. 

much to lay to you about fome Italian 
Buffoonery they are exhibiting at one of 
our Theatres^ but ihall referve that till I 
Bave the Fleafure of feeing you, which, I 
have the Satis&£tion to hear, will be very 
foon. 



'lam^ &c. &c. 
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LETTER XVII. 

To Eugenic. 

GR E A T is the Joy I feel, Euge- 
Nio, that you fo highly relifh the 
Converfation of my Friend Euphemius, , 
more efpecially too as I was the fortu- 
nate Perfon who introduc'd you to each 
other, for which» I muft infift upon it, 
you arc both of you greatly indebted to 
me. I think indeed Euphemius is 
blefs*d 'syith a Grace in Converfation, and 
a Tajie in Society, fuperior to any Man 
with whom I ever had the Happinefs of 
being acquainted. . There arifes from the 
Vivacity of his Fancy, the Delicacy of his 
Sentiments, and the beautiful tho* unafFed- 
ed Arrangement of his Words, deliver'd 
with aFreedom of Countenance andSweet- 
nefs of Voice, fuch an inexpreffible Charm 
as pleafingly bewitches the Attention of 
'I all 
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all who hear him. He can defcant upon 
ferioiH Affairs with the moil becoming 
Air of Gravity and Confideration, with- 
out the leaft Mixture of Aafterity or 
Philofophical Affection ; and in the 
more eafy Hours of focial Pleafure, he 
can raife innocent and inflcu£tive Mirtk 
from the filghteil Accident that happens^ 
apd convert the moft common Subjeas 
into a thoufand Turns of Wit and Hu- 
mour. One would imagine that Shake- ' 
SPEAR had been acquainted intimately 
with fuch a Man, when he drew in Ig 
fivelyamannerdicCharaaer.of BiRoN in 
his Lcfve's Lcbour's hfi^ 

" • • ' A merrier M«n, 

" Withiii the Limits of becoming Mirth, 
** I never fpent an Hour's Talk withal. 
" His Bye begets Oecafion for hii Wit; 
"- For every Olqeft that the one doth catch, 
" The-other turns to a Mirth-moving Jeft, 
" Which his fair Tongue (Conceit's E;5«fitor> 
" Delivers in fuch apt and gradotis Word^ 
" That aged Ears play Truant at his Talw, ' 
** And younger Hearings are quite nvilbed ; 
" So fwect and voluble is his Difceurle". 

■ Aa I. 
But 
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But hi^ dhief Excellence confiAs in ad- 
drcfiii^ the Fair, when I haye heard flow 
from him, as Homer phrafes it, 

—-'■ m t rifaJ'tmr uttutx. j(fii(itetMif. 

Iltad. lib. F. lin. iti, 

or, as Mr. Popb tranflales it, fWords] 

" Soft a9 the Flncc! ofdefcendingSflom," 

which beautiful Expreflion Drvden has 
copied and ^eatly improv'd, whca he 
applies it to the foft Subjefl: I am fpeaking 
of, making Leonora, in - his Spanijh 
Ftyar^ defcribethe Addrefles of ToRRis- 
MOND m the following manner } 

" Bat when he fpolce what tender Words he laid, 

" So foftty, that like Flakes of feMber'd Sbow 

•■ They mtlteJ m they fcH. Afl i . 

This foftly Breathing theNpervor of one 
Soul" into another, is an Art in which 
EtrpHEMiDS is fo happily ikilled, that 
htjenfibility herfclf, in the fhape of a Wo- 
man, would almoft lofc her Nature in 
hearing him, and perceive the pieafing 
I 2 Infedtion, 
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InfftSlion, would he attempt the Miracle. 
I have often obferved, that this enchanting 
turn in Converfation prevails only in thofe 
of our own Sex, who have converfed 
much with the more fenlible Part of the 
other. Otway juftly fays, 

" Wc had been Bratet without them ) 

for let a Man's Erudition be ever fo 
profound, his Fancy lively, and Judg- 
ment folid, this Grace, which is not 
to be defcribed, will be wanting, if 
his Soul has not been refined, and his 
Tongue attuned to this fweet Melody 
by an habitual Intercourfe with thefe fair 
Preceptors.— —Wc are told that Voiture 
was as remarkably happy in Converfation 
as in his epiftolary Writings. This 
muft be attributed to his Intimacy with 
Madamoiflelles Paulet and Rambouil- 
tET, and the Countefs de Sable, more 
than to the Advantage of being a Friend 
' to the learned Costar. A Comparifon 
of 
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of this Author's Letters with thofe of his 
Rival Balsac, plainly evinces the truth 
of this Obfervation. The eafy Air, the 
happy Sprightlinefs, and elegant Turn of 
Expreffion in the Compofitions of the 
former, difcover the Man of the World 
educated in Courts, and polifli'd by that 
advantageous CoUifion with the brighted 
Part of our Species; whilft laboured 
Language, and an Affectation in Senti- 
mcnr, inform us frequently, without the 
help of Hiftory, that the other led the 
life of a Reclufe in the Country, Hence 
it appears from the different Productions 
of two Geniufes of equal natural Talents, 
that more Tafte and Elegance in Writing 
is to be acquired in a circle of Beauties 
at Paris, than in a learned Society of 
Capuchins in a Convent at Angooleme. 

Pray tell the Ladies at that 

1 am now more defirous than ever to 

get a corner in your Heart, as I would 

have every Place open to me where 

I 3 they 
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they enter ; cipccially where tbey rei^n 
with fuch unlimited Poirer. This you 
owe me ; fer you can never make more 
room for me there> than you will find 
for yourfclf in the Heart of 
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To A R I S T u s. 

I Have fperrt the laft Week, Aristus, 
in the higheil Luxury a human Soul 
is capable of receiving. 1 -need not ex- 
plain what that Luxury was, when I in- 
form you that I have been with that truly 
great Man Agathocles at his delightful 
Seat in the Country; whofe Accomplifh- 
ments and refined Humanity ennoble him 
infinitely more than that high Rank he 
inherits from a Race of unfullied Ance- 
ftors. Tho' Agathoc€.es was bom to 
the firft Honours a Subjed can enjoy, fup- 
ported by a Fortune few under Princes 
poHefs, he neither does, nor has occadon 
to value himfelf upon either, any farther 
than they empower him to gratify that 
mofl exquifite of all Senfatlons,- which 
the glowingHeart receives in relieving our 
Fellow- Creatures. Did the Great con- 
I 4 lidcr 
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fidcr that they might defcend, like the 
Dew of Heaven, to cheriili defponding 
Merit, to comfort the Afflifted, to pro- 
tedfc and redrefs the Injured, and to fup- 
port with chearful Suilenance the help- 
lefs Poor, furely this Imitiation of the 
moft amiable Attribute belonging to the 
Almighty, is more worthy of their 
Ambition than all the mighty Titles the 
fewning Eaft heftows on it's haughty 
Monarchs. The moft glorious Charafter 
in all the Mahometan Hiftory is that of 
Omar, the ninth. Caliph of the Race of 
Merwan, His Life was one continued 
Ait of Charity and Benevolence j a happy 
Prelude of his Reign was fcen at his Coro- 
nation, for Hiftory tells us that he gave 
from off his Back, as foon as the Cere- 
mony of the Inauguration was over, his 
Imperial Robe adorned with Jewels of 
an immenfe Value, even as he was de- 
fcending down the Steps from the Throne, 
as an Alms to be diftributed among the 
Indigent.- O Aristus, I more envy 
Omar 
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Omar this humane Sacrifice of Gran- 
deur to Benevolence, (for the Adion may 
beconfidered thus emblematically }than the 
dazzling Splendor of all the Lords of the 

vaft Ottoman Empire! But to re-r 

turn to Agathocles, Whilft I was at 
his Caftle, which, like the Queen of the 
Country, overlooks the Subjeift ' Vales 
around it, I thought myfelf from the lofiy 
Situation of the Place, and the uncommon 
Goodnefs that perpetually reigned there, un- 
der the Protection of a Being of a fuperior 
Order; or not unlike to our firft Parent, 
as defcribed by Milton, on the Top of 
a high Mountain, receiving Inftruftion 
from the Angel Michael ; and indeed often 
having entertained my Senfes with the 
moft defireable Produdtions of Art and 
Science, and mj*^ Heart with the Con- 
templation of Goodnefs, I could not re- 
frain from burfting out into poor Adam's 
Exclamation, 

" How fliall I part, and wltither wander down 
" Into 3 lower World; to this obfcure, 
" And wild i how fliall I breathe in other Air 
" Lefs pure, accuftom'd to iinmorcal Fruits ? 

Farad. LoH, Book the xi. 

tho' 

D,o,t,7p:hyGobgle 



izs. LETTER XVIII. 

Tho' the Tafie of this ^M,t Man is truly 
noble fijxi reSncd in imparadiling (if I 
jnay ufc the Word) the Region round 
him ; in the Collection of his PiiSures ^ 
ia the Oeconomy of his Family ; and the 
Choice of his Pleafores ; a Taite for a 
£iperior Accompli£hment, I mean that 
iJr-aii:^ of Charity with which he accom- 
panice every Word or Afl of Benevolence, 
attTafls the more particular Regard of. 
Mankind, yet leaves them in Sufpence to 
decide which is moft lovely, the Deed of 
Goodneis, or the manner of performing it. 
Without thie happy Talent, Munificence 
flabs a Dagger into the Breaft of thofe 
flie intends to relieve, with one Hand, 
while £he extends the Purfc with the 
other. This will be fully exemplified in 
the following (hort Stcry. Pandolfo 
Malatesta the Sovereign of Remini, 
io the time of Pope Alexander Vltb, 
was the richeft Prince in Italy, who, 
afta- having fpent a defpicable Life in the 
arms of Luxury, was reduced, by a me- 
rited 



p:h»Google 



LETTER XVIII. 123 

rited reverfc bf Fortune, to (feck for an 
Afyhim at laft in a common Hofpital at 
Bologna. The Account goes, that 
this Tyrant, for fncH he was, being ex- 
peHcd from his Dominions, and pcrfe- 
cuted by his Enemies, in pain and want 
iled to the above-mentioned City, where 
at that very Time dwek a Nobleman 
named Pietro del Saccio, a Native 
ofREMiNi, who fpme few Years before 
had been driven from his Country by 
the Tyranny of Malatesta, who un- 
juftly feized upon all his Pofleffions- in 
that Principality, and put many of his 
Family to the Sword. When word was 
brought to this Nobleman, that the late 
Ufurper was now in his Power, and that 
he might revenge thofe Injuries by deli- 
vering him up toC^SAR Borgia, or by 
killing him with his own Hand, the ex- 
afperated Italian with ingenious Malice 
replied, '• Yes, I will now fully revenge 
" the Injuries I have fuftained j I will do 
*' more than kill Pandolfo, for I 
« wUl 
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" will order him to be carried to the 
*' Hofpital I endowed myfelf, and let the 
*' Tyrant know that the wretched Means 
" of protraifling a miferable Being, is 
" owing to the Bounty of Pietko del 
" Saccio." Such Cruelty will always 

, attend . ill-condufled Bounty, however 
otherwife intended ! yet methinks Nature 
leads us fo ftrongly tp adminiftcr every 
Application of Humanity, with that/<fn;V«/ 
Hand fo requifitc to make even Relief ac- 
ceptable to an ingenuous Mind, that I 
wonder a proper manner does not always 
accompany a charitable Adion ; nay fer- 
ther, I am inclinable td think, where it 
does not, the Deed cannot proceed from 
a tender Sympathy of a Fellow-Creature's 
Diftrefs, but from an Oftentation of 
fuperfluous Poflefiions, Of all Tafte may 
Heaven beftow on me chiefly this ! that 

, when I rock the Cradle of the Orphan, or 
wipe the gufliing Tear from the Eyes of 
the Widow, I may adminiftcr both in fo 
iilent a manner, that neither they fhould 
^celthe Pain of receiving, nor the i^inting 
-th 
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Breath of the World's Promulgation di- 
fturb the quiet Purpofe of my, Heart, 
brooding over it's uufpeakable Tranfport 
in facred Secrecy ! My Love to Leonora, 
to whom I ought to add fomething in 
anfwer to her laft Letter j but Ideas of 
Companion are now work'd up fo itrongly 
in my Mind, and thofe Dew-drops of Ten- 
dernefs^ as fhe called them (when I wept 
over the little Foundling nurs'd at a neigh- 
bouring Cottage) rife fo plentifully that I 
muft abruptly fubfcribe myfelf 



Tour, &c, ficc. 
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LETTER X\X. 

To CsiITOPHILUS. 

I Very readily concur ift your Opinion, 
Critophilus, that a Work ofCri- 
tkhin IS the mofl difficult to be executed 
with a proper Tafte of any literary Com- 
pofition whatever. There is fomething 
fo repugnant to the Pride of Mankind In 
geheral, fomethmg fo detractive from the 
fuppofed Sagacity of every Reader, to pre- 
tend to inform by the dry Method of Pre- 
cept, that except an Author has all the 
Delicacy and artful Addrefs imaginable, 
to feem to accompany the Judgments of 
of thofe he writes for, rather than to iead 
them into Difcoveries, in fuch a Pcr- 
£)rmance, he will meet with that kind of 
contemptuous Treatment, which thole 
good-natured People receive, who are 
ready to give their unafk'd Advice in the 
common Concerns of Life upon every Oc- 
cafioft. It is highly neceflary therefore, 
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in foch kind of Writings, tojaerifice liht- 
ridly to the -Graces, without whofe In- 
ipiration Learning will there degenerate 
into Pedantry, and the Precepts even of 
Wifdom pafe anrelilhed. An Author of 
a dida<!iic Piece cannot be too circani^ift, 
not only in the fdeafing manner of addrei& 
ing his Reada-, but in. the- inferior Parts 
too of CoiBpofition, that the Choice of 
his Words, and the Arrangement of his 
Periods, may adorn, and not degrade the 
Delicacy of his Subject. For want of 
this Refinement wc have many lamen- 
table Inftances of able Scholars having fuc- 
cecded very ill in Works, where they have 
iKtraycd the grcateft want of Tafte and 
Genius, whilft they were unfortunately 
laborious in endeavouring to point out thofe 
Excellencies in others. I rwed go no fer- 
dierfor aProof of this than Mr. Anthony 
Blackwall's -|- IntroduBion to the 
Ckffics. 



+ He was a Schoolmalter at Otrhj. Hii Boek WM 
publifhedio 171S. 
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Clajjics. This Man was what is generally 
called a good Scholar, that is, he was gra> 
maticaily Mafter of the two dead Lan- 
guages Greek and Latins and had read 
ever all the ancient Authors in both ; but 
not having by Nature or Acquifition that 
happy Tafte of diftinguilhing Beauties, 
nor a Digeftion (if I may fo fay) to aflimi- 
late the Senfe of others into his own 
Underftanding, his Conceptions were as 
crade as his Addrefs arid Stile were un- 
pleafing. I remember the good old School- 
mafter, for fuch he was, in one place in- 
forms us, fpeaking of Herodotus and 
LivY, that " thefe two Princes of Greek 
" and Roman Hiftory, tell a Story, and 
" make up ii'Dticn^xXon with inexpreffible 
" Grace,; and fo delicately W,?: ^r^a/' and 
" little Circumftances, that there is both 
•' the utmoft Dignity and Pleafure in 
*' ii"^. I leave you to animadvert on the 
Groffnefs of thefe Metaphors, and pafs on 



% Indrod. lotheCbf. p. 16. 
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Ida Specimen both of wretched Writing, 
and uhdiftiDguiflung Tafte. Having ([rake 
miich' about the infufficicncy of modera 
Tranilators, to give us the Senfe of ancient 
Authors, h&goes on thus: " Befides the 
** weakening of the Senfe (tho* that be 
** far die naoft important Confideratitm) 
•* Greek and Latin have fach a noble 
" Sarmofiy of Sound, iiichVototiiA^t^- 
** nity of Numbers, and fiich Delicacy ^rf" 
** tura in the Periods, dsat cannot ertdrciy 
** be preferved in any Language in the 
." World. The two Language.s are fa 
** peculiarly fufcepthe of all the Graces 
*• of Wit and Elocution, that they ire 
" read with more Plcafure and lively 
" Guft, and confcquently with more 
•• Advantege, than the moft perfect Tran- 
*' flatioh the ableft Genius can compofe, 
" or the ftrongeft modern Language can 
" bear"*. Now befidcs the aukward 
Didlion, and unharmonious Cloie of the 
K Period, 



' *id- p. 57- 
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Period, (two Faults he r^afyoeXAy Sxi^ht 
be cxpe&sd to a^bid, when the joAly tud* 
mired Ancients were To- Arongly ui lib 
Mind) he has huddled together his wtH' 
ftinguilhed CommendatiofH of the iSrak 
and Latin, and fo unjuftl^ gtmi the Prtf« 
ftrence of the Utter to out' own copibitt 
Language, with that trite ]>r6fbai^ alp of 
ridiculous Erudition, ta mtift unavoidilbly 
have thofc EfFetSs upon his diifbrent Rbad-* 
ers, which Mr. PppE deicHbes in his tow 
comparable EJh^ on Criticifm^ 

" Soch labour'd nothings in lb grave a StUe, 

" Amaze th'unlearn'd, and make the learned fimle. 

But let the Peace of Dalnefs brood over 
fuch Lumber, and let us turn our Eyes to 
a more delightful Objeft, the revival cS 
the true Spirit of ancient Criticifm in the 
Works of fome illuflrious. modern Gem- 
ufes, who tread in the Steps of their ad^'d 
Mafters as iar. as they went, and diei) 
penetrate deeper into the Laurel Grovo 
of Science than any of their Predecefibrs 
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•ever ventur'd. The iirA I fliall mention 
^s the great Author -f- oSRejie^iom Cntir 
quesjur laPeinture et la Poefie-^ a Work, 
which| in the Hands of an ordinary-Writer, 
^ould have been an unentertaining String 
jpf dry RefledionG upon thofe Arts only, 
-1:(^^.t)ader the Magic of his maflerly Pen^ 
^comprehends thenioft judicious Obferva- 
;tioas upoa every Idea of the human Mind, - 
in each fimple and complicated Appear- 
ifloce. The next is the ingenious Author 
<£ the Enquiry into the Life and Writings 
.^ Homer J, in which he has clearly dcr 
IHcmftrated by irrefragable Reafons, drawn 
^-om a Conjun£UoQ of moral and natural 
Caufes, that fuch a Poet never could arife 
£nce him in the fpace of two thoufand 
.feven hundred Years, for want of that 
happyConcurrence of Circumftancej, with- 
xsaX which even this immortal Genius him- 
K 4. ielf 



■\ Moofr. I'Abbe du Bos. 

t Mr. BI — a Scotch Gentleman, who labours 

under the misfortune to have a Gmilar Name to ths 
SchoQlmallor above cited. 
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felf might have been in an inferior Rank 
of the Mures Train. The lateft that has 
improved our Tafte and enriched our Lanf 
guagc, is the elegant Writer * of thofc 
inJiruSii'oe Notes^ and entertaining Com- 
mentary on Horace's two critical Epi- 
ftles, the one to the Fisos, commcmlj 
called the Art of Poetry, the other to 
Augustus } to the latter of which is 
Subjoined a D'lfcourfe on Poetical Imita- 
tion, wherein he has nobly defended the 
Caufe of congenial Fancies in all Ages, 
againft the ill-grounded Clamor of popu- 
lar Ignorance and Envy, with the deep 
Spirit of Philofophyj andthc warm Zeal 

of a Lover. We find in the Works of 

thefe great Men, a pleafing Power of ren- 
dering every Subjctft interefting to tho 
human Heart, by bringing home to our 
Breafts Obgc^s feemingly the moil r«*- 
mote, and uniting a Train of captivating 
Circumftances^ arifing naturally out of 
their Plans, which animates all th?ir 
"VVritings, 

f ^f . H v ■ ■ ■ J of EmanseV Cttllq;f, C^m^gf,' ' 
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"Writings, not unlike the amiable Group 
of Figures in oneof Poussin's Landscapes, 
which gives a fileat Lellbn of Morality 
unawares to the Beholder, who no more 
than the Shepherds in the PiiSuro, § ima- 
gin'd to iind^ in that jircaditm Scene^ 
Koy thing but fliady Groves,, clear Foun- 
tains, verdant Meadows, and other com- 
K 3 mon 



f The Piaure here hinted at is dCfcrib'd by the ioge- 
nioiu Abbe qu Bqs aboTs-mentioo'd, wUeh I will give 
Che Reader io his own Words, After having obferv'd - 
that it was a Landrcape in aBtient A kcadia, be contl- 
auei ) " Lc tsbleaa dont je parle rcprefente le payfage 
** d'une contrce riante; An niiliea Ybn roi; le monument 
*' d'liDe jeitoc fiUe morte a la fleur de foD age : c'eft cc 
" qa' on connoit par la Statue de cette £lte cduchcc fiir 
*■ le tODibeau a ta madere des aacicDs, L' iarcripiion 
" Scpukhrete n'eft que quartre mou latiai : Je vivoi* ce- 
■* pendant in Arcadie, tt in AreaSa ego- Mais ceiCe in-> 
" fcription fi courtc fait faire les plai ferieufes refledions 
" adeax jcunei garjpns et a deoic jeuncs fillei parees de 
"' gtitrlandes de fitiufa, et qiti paroilTent avoir rencontrS 
" ce monument fi tHfte en oes lieux q\ Ton devi'ne bien 
" qu* iU ne cherchoient pas un objec affligeant. Un d' 
*' entre eux fait remarquer aax autres cette infcription en 
** la montrant da doigt, et 1' on ne voit plus far leur vi- 
" f^e, a tiB TH's r •Ati&ion qui s'en empare, que Icj 
" reftCs d'ane jOye explrante. On s" inwgmewitendre lea 
•' refleAioni Ck ces jeanes peTfonnei fur la mort qui n' e- 
" pargne in 1' age ni la beaute, et contre laquelle let 
" plus heureux climats n' om point d' a^ile. On fe &• 
" gore ce qu' cllci vont fe dire de tcmchant lorfqU" el!e» 
" X^nax revenues de la premiere furprife. et 1' on I'ap- 
' " flidae iftrf-nrfme et a Ccux pour qui I'on s'intereJIe. 
Kafl. Crk. USi, Vi, 
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tnon A(iemblages of a rural PrafpeS.— 7 
am much oblig'd to you for yaat ingeni^ 
ous Obfervations updn^hat ancient Se- 

. pulchral Infcription I lately fent youi nor 
would I have yoii afliam'd if hereafter it 
Should prove the kigeakius lOiltatioti of 
'fotne Modern, fdr you knbw the great 
'ScALiGER himfelf was impos'd opon iir 
thfs manner by Muret> which was aC- 

• knowledg'd by all the -Learned to be a. 
greater Proof of the Abilities of the latter, 
than of the want of any cricic^ Acutnto 
in the former. I fhall expefl: to meet you 
at the Grand Emporium very foon, there- 
fore fhall add no more than that I am 



,2<wr, &:c. &c,. 
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LE T T E R XX. 
To E u t H E M I u s» 

Joy to die World, EoPHEMiua, that 
a &0i Spring of alraoft inexhauftibU 
l^lrafare U open'da bow that mythologl* 
cal Vett U taktiit away which envelop'd the 
Wisdom of the AnciratG. But I littltf 
thoughtt when I lent you the ingehious 
^Qk&x\ Book I, that I DioQld embar-^ 
raf» myielf in a cruel Alternative, either 
of denyii^ a R«qiieft of your's on opa 
}»nd> or of expt^og my want of Abili- . 
ties to you in attempting to comply with 
It on the other. The Reafcm you afliga 
fer defiraig me to draw out a Mytbokgi- 
ttlGmeak^ of Taste, in the manner of 
K 2 the 



X Lctftri Mflctnting Myibolaiy (written by the Author 
of th» Enquiry int» tit Lift end ffritingt o/"HOMBft) lo 
which Work, ii^ Compariron o( the other^ vrc ma/ appU 
ithofc Words of Tully, Non eft enim, ut in arce poni 
pollil, quail ilia Minerva Phidix : fed tameni uc ex ed- 
dcm offieini cxiiTe appareat. 

Iiitro4^ad- P^rad. 
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the Ancients, would hold good that I 
ihould tnrn the Tables upon yon, and 
leave the Taflc in far abler Hands : foe 
the ingenious Obio'vatlons you' iBadc,~ ' 
whilft wc were reading over together the 
fonr firft Books of DiopoRus SiCifi.% 
convince me I ihould ip€nd my TuBiS 
more ufefully in reading an eiitertalniiig 
Fable of yours on this Subjedl, than in H^ 
tempting to compofc one myfelf. But as 
the Friendlhip fublifting betwixt us . de- 
mands that I ihould run the h^ard pf 
giving yon a difadvantagcous Opinion (rf 
my Capacity, rather than of my Indinftv 
tion to fatisfy your Defire, I will endea- 
vour to recall fome Idea of that Fhilofo- 
phicd Spirit which difeovers itfelf in all 
your Reflections upon the CompofidoM 
of the Ancients, and entertain you, g^ 
Pepcnderlts upon Great Men do their Pa* 
trons, with a Banquet of your own pro- 
vidmg. 

In aCave of a Mountain in the,Idand(^ 
Crete dwelt a Nymph called CowrKM- 
PLATios. fprung, as the Mj/thoiog^s re* 

, ' 4 port. 
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^rt, from Jupiter, the ^eateft of'the 
Gdds; for, -according to thnr Accounts, 
'ftic was concdv'd and leapt forth from 
the Brain of "her Coeleftial Parent, aS 
Pallas did,' whUA he was deeply atten- 
tive in beholding the Beauties of the 
Oeation. In this facred Retirement the 
Nymph had liv'd many Ages, whither 
ieveral ancient Poct^ Heroes, Kiilofo- 
phers, and Legifiators frequently reforted, 
for no one ever left her without receiving 
the utmoft Happinefe from her divine 
Trecepts. As Apollo was wandering 
one Day over the Top of this Moun- 
tain, he chanc'd to light upon this hea- 
venly Maid, whilA: Hie was bulled in her 
Wiial Employment of meditating on this 
iblpendous Syftcm, and the divine Per- 
feflions of the great Creator of this World. 
Smit with her Charms, he immediately 
dcfcended into the Cave, and having en- 
joy'd her, ihe bore him a Son, whom (ttc 
God nam'd EuDOxtrs, alluding to the 
noble Ideas which iill'd the Mother's 
Mind whei^ he firft beheld her. 'Tis 
■' '\ .faid. 
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|iij0, if ths Nymph ^stjm^^atjs* 
,ilitM pm Ifjight counting tl!°, $^> i>«^ 
deftfJljiiig on tb« Sand wjii a Vfaad thnr 

left' the Child pot %<ff 'ciq;^ M.<^ 
,yV>l«!i,,d»t tl|e Nighjtu^o^anjp .afl^ 
iCwot'd him with l-an^l jLeaye?!, jis^ 
4iiJl'iJ J)im (0 Sleep wiA the Miitaly fif 
.h« Soog, .fofily rnqsjulatei tf> the t?Rdi(- 
J^ of tjie Jift'nieg Infwt AhpM this 
Time the Driphjan Ouaci-s dsclw'd 
;«hat « Rax of Light was cWcspdrf fr.p.19 
jjjf Sun, and being difijsrp'd from that 
ipighty Lqniinary Jhould be Ipr^d all 
<JVCrGR>EECE, iTAtY, apdpaftof AsiA- 
MlNo)!. for many Ages. When JEo- 
jeoxvs had pafs'd the Years' of Childhood, 
JiPon.0 being defirous not only to ta^ 
ftrnS hijj» in the abftrnfcr Koowledge oif 
his Mother, hut to unite in his Edueatjga 
s thorough Rtlifli of ftcb other Arts and 
Sciences, as might render, him a Bener 
£iaor.to IVbokind in genera', and his £■-' 
yourite Nation the Greeks in particular, 
he took the Boy to hit own heloy'd S«a( 
"of 
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df Retirement* and comnnittod fats Daijii^ 
Charge to die Oire of ;the Nihe Mwrhj, 
and their Siftcra the Heaveoly Graces. 
Here Eujwxvs was inilm^d* firft hov 
the Great ArchitbCt of dit Creadon 
divided the v^arriog Elements, sgtA 6ut of 
Chaos (brm'd by his Plaftitf Mandate the 
unmeafurible Pome of thi$ AupendoUs 
. Unlvorre. Next, how the refulgent Source 
of Light and Heat* "^t Sun, fprang cfaro' 
the blue Serene of Heaven, and being 
.fix'd immoveable ift the Ceatef trf alj, 
,drew round his gloriDOS Orb thofe ini^- 
.ri<«'' Globes, who^ certain and unerring 
Cour&«, in unch^igeable Periods of TJOie, 
: form that vtherial Harmony imperceptible 
to aU Beings but the Inbabitancs of H^. 
ven. Then he was told how the o^ 
Jique Politicm of this our Earth In its an- 
nual Progrefs caus'd the delightful Rctq- 
lutions of Seafons ; how -the fbft defbend- 
ing Raius and genial Warmth of Spring* 
«pen'd the relentmg Earth, ■ call'd forth 
the infant Buds, and afterwar<^ unfold- 
ed all 'the vegetable Pride of Flowqrs 
and 
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and BloiK>ms; how the more perpendf^ 
cular Rays of Heat ripened the rifing 
HarveA in Summer; how Automn glo- 
ried in the regal Hue of it's purple Vii>- 
tagcj and laftly^ how the fterile Wint* 
itielf was as ufefiil to Mortals as the othor 
teeming Seafons, by affor(Ung in its cold 
Embraces the requifiteReft to the Oeeping 
Vegetables, which thereby gain &cQ\ 
Vigour to renew their Species, and Cs 
perpetuate Suftenance to all Animals^ in the 
iame Rotation, till Time fhall be no more. 
From this general Knowledge of Nature, 
he was led to enquire into the Conltrudion 
of particular Parts, the Bodies of Ani- 
mals, and efpecially thofe of the human 
Race} to difcover the Cau^ of Pain and 
Difeafe,, and by what Methods to reftore 
them to their priftine Bean^ and internal 
Harmony called Health, and to recall the 
natural original Senfatxons of Eafe and 
Pleafure. When the Daughters ef 
Memory had folly inftnuaed Eddoxus, 
as Apollo had dircfatd them, iff every 
Blanch of this Knowledge, th^ brought 
him 
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lilm by degrees to conceive that an cthe- 
fial Spirit was for a while united with the 
huniaa Body ; how it was agitated by 
diSerentPalEonswhilftin this Conjunction ( 
and dien after Solution, the Body Ihould 
return to it's kindred Duft/ Qut of which 
it was form'd, and tha Soul ' to a ieparate 
State of Happinefs or MIfery, according 
as it z&ed in this probationary State on 
Earth. Having taken this View of Man 
in the AbAraft with all his Wants and 
Infirmities, the Muses, lail of all, gave 
their Difciple a thorough Infight into the 
human Race in Society, where, by the 
Goodncls of the firft Author of all Things, 
thefe very Deficiencies of Individuals 
united the whole Species, and the mutual 
6upply of each others Wants Ijnk'd all 
Degrees into one irrefragable Chain toge* 
ther, each different Part of which recipro- 
cally depended upon the other, fi-om thjc 
Beginning to the End. They taught hioi 
too, by way of Amufement, the nCe aa4 
power of Mufic, Painting, and Poeny, 
(he ^(i of which could aflwage mental 
Agony i 
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-AgOBf i the &c(Hsd revive. pt&.Pieaivitt^ 
jn beholding beuitsjbl Obje^; and thf 
t^d infpiic vriiAi a tnie lov^e of Viitac, by 
]>erpetuating die raver'd Memory of thole 
v?ho had been OriwneRte to our £pecie& 
EuooxuSj being' at length qtiite accom«- 
plifhcd in every Art and Science, became 
€namourcd of one of the Graces, whd 
returned his Pallton with mutual Ardor. 
One Day they took an Opportunity, whilft 
die other two were bufied in fporting 
■widi Flora and ha: train of ,Zephvr^ 
to gratify their Dcfires in a Cave of Mount 
Ida. The Offipring of their Embraces 
^as a Daughter, whom the fond Parents 
nam^ Calocaoatuia. This Nymph, 
who inherited all the Knowledge of her 
Father, and all the Charms of her Mo- 
ther, became as flie grew up the chief 
Favorite both of Gods and Men. In .the 
ccdeilial Banquets fhe always iaX next t9 
Venus, and on Earth had the Honour 
attributed to her of inipiring whatever 
iin& uncommonly b^utiful in Morals, 
Arts, and Sciences, ^ 

In 
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In this manner^ my dear Euphemius, 
the ancient Mythologies would have 
drawn the Genealogy of Taste', making 
her the Daughter of one of the Graces 
begot by Knowledge, who was the Son 
of Contemplation. The Truth of this 
figurative Representation you may eaiily 
prove, by comparing it with the Hiftory 
of your own Mind, where you can trace 
the Goddefs &om her Birth, to the full 
Charms of her ripeft Age. Adieu, my 
Friend, and may Hie ftill attend you thro' 
Life in every Purfuit, whether in Arts, 
Sciences, Morals or Religion. I am 

Your, &c. &c. 



FINIS. 
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